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labour could form free government* 

TBL AVIV (AP) — The centre-left Labour Party would pin enough 
votes in June Selections to fbnn a coalition without religious parties, (be 
traditional power brokers in brack politics, says ao opinion poUpub&fKd 
Friday. The poll,' conducted by Israeli pollster Mina Zemadi for the daily 
Yediot Ahrooot, also show Labour is pining at the expense of the ruling, 
righting Likud party. Tbe survey have Labour^ seats out of!20 in the 
ferarfpariiameiu and. the. Likud winning 31. This is opposed to a poll 
published on April 10 showing Labour leading 44 seats against 35 for tbe 
Ukud. Yediot. Ahrooot political analyst Yeshayahu Ben-Porat said the 
result showed that Labour’s pin also was a loss for Likud. Meretz, a 
combined hst of leftist parties, went from 10' seats (o 11. The poll, which 
ttxdc into account only a “representative Jewish sample," presumed that 
Arab parties would gain six seats, as they did in the 1988 ejections. This 
meant that, whereas the April 10 pall showed Labour forming a teetering 
government together witfi the left and the Arabs by forming a “blocking 
group ® seats, Friday's poll allowed for a dear majority of 63 seats. 
This would mean that Labour would not have to negotiate witb the' 
reDgwus parties, which currently hold the balance of power, in older to 
form a government This would be a first for a major party in Israeli 
history. 
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Strike ends, Lebanese pound strengthens 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon ended a two-day general strike on Friday and 
the pound, whose slump triggered riots, strengthened after the fall of the 
country's government. President Minister Elias Hrawi continued the 
difficult sarch for a prime minister to succeed Omar Karami. Mr. 
Karami. faced with the worst labour unrest in years, announced his 
resignation on Wednesday and in remarks published on Friday ruled out 
returning as premier. Official sources said Mr. Hrawi would go to 
Damascus before next week to discuss the formation of a new government 
with President Hafez A1 Assad. Schools, government offices and 
businesses opened across Lebanon for the tint time since thousands of 
rioters paralysed most of the country on Wednesday and forced Mr. 
Karami to quit. Trade unions ordered tbe strike suspended from Friday 
and set a 10-day deadline on Thursday for a new administration to be 
formed to tackle economic crisis and rescue the Lebanese pound. Dealers 
said die pound traded at about 1 .700 to the dollar on the unofficial market 
on Friday against 1.900 on Tuesday, the last day of business. They said the 
pound, which readied an aU-time low of 2,000 on Monday, was buoyed by 
die foil of Mr. Karami ’s government. 
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° Iraq reopens 


^ !T !' ,r, of devastated foundry 


- V?: BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, strog- 

-C'.' girog to make goods it used to buy 

,77 7 abroad, has reopened a brass 
7,; t? foundry heavily damaged during 

X ?? ,!5 fcfcl? the Gulf war, a newspaper said 



, «uc-, ’ presioent baa a am Hussen 

Arr.^ijL^ adviser for industry, bi 
■k ;a’a. w, X reopened the factory. “The phi 
A. wafi devastated bv the Zionii 
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Hussein’s 
bad 

. ... r plant 

A. was devastated by the Zionist, 
Atlantic and American aggres- 

'd inrii ' 5,011 Wlth dama 8 e reaching 100 
. 11 iBfi |i per cent in certain sections.” the 
**^9^30 newspaper said. Gen. Hassan was 
r sworn in on Sunday as a presiden- 
tial adviser to head a campaign to 
provide Iraq with consumer 
goods denied it by the interna- 
Sard fr7 tional embargo imposed as a re- 
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suit of its invasion of Kuwait. 

- ' China gives exit 
. 7:-’—^ visas to . 
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two dissidents 
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BEUING (R) — China has 
granted-exit permits to two prom- 
inent dissidents and plans to issue 
more visas to keep a promise 
Cks down made io . U.S. Secretary of State 
lllinn James Baker six months ago, a 
un senior U.S. State Department 
'official said Friday. Labour activ- 
ist Han Dongfang and dissident 
* Liu Qing have received permis- 
,."'7 ~' i -r i sion to go abroad, visiting Under- 
— Seceretary for Political Affairs 
'Arnold Kan ter told a news con- 
ference. “I was told the - exit 
permits have been issued to the 
two in efivi duals,” be said. He said 
lie did not know when the permis- 
sion was granted .71 was told that 
permission had tiben granted for 
several others and that more 
would follow,” said Mr. Kan ter, 
tbe mosLsemor State D ep art me nt 
official to visit Beijing smrefMr. 
Baker's crip last November. ; 
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Kuwaiti playwright . 
escapes attack 

KUWAIT (AP) — Abdul Hus- 
sein Abdul Rida, a prominent 
Kuwaiti, said Friday he had sur- 
vived an assassination attempt by 
w unidentified gunmen. Mr. Abdnl 
Y Rida was on bis way to tbe 
theatre for the Thursday evening 
performance of “Sword of the 
Arabs,” which mocks Iraq and 
the Iraqi invasion, when a car 
pulled up alongside him and 
pumped bullets into his car, shat- 
tering its windows. He was not 
injnred and went on to the 
theatre to perform in tbe long- 
nnuring hit play. *T don’t want to 
accuse anyone. I don’t think it’s 
because of tbe play,” the author 
told the Associated Press. 

Iran signs pacts 
with Armenia, 
Azerbaijan 

NICOSIA (R) — Tran has signed 
separate friendship pacts with 
.Azerbaijan and Armenia and 
-•agreed to supply natural gas to 
the two rival former Soviet re- 
publics, tbe Iranian news agency 
IRNA said on Friday. It gave no 
details on the pacts signed by 
President Akbar Hasbemi Raf- 
sanjani, Armenian President Le- 
von Ter-Petrosyan and Azerbai- 
jan’s. acting President Yagub 
Mamedov on Thursday. Tbe 
pacts were a sideshow to peace 
talks Mr. Rafsanjani chaired 
leading to an ' agreement on a 
ceasefire to end Azeri- Armenian 
clashes over disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh (see page 8). 

U.N. launches new 
talks on Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — U.N. officials 
launched a new round of talks in 
Nicosia on Friday saying they 
hoped for progress to end the 
4DlS-year division of the island. 

- “We start this round... hopeful 
about its possibilities,” U.N. Spe- 
cial Representative in Nicosia 
Oscar Caroiikm told reporters be- 
fore meeting President George 
Vasab'on. “now we are/ convinced 
we have a good instrument in our 
hands, thc latest Security Council 
resolution, and we know we have 
the support and interest of tbe 
Security Council which is follow- 
ing these developments very 
closely,” he said. The U.N. offi- 
cials, who arrived a time when 
the United Nations has expressed 
i^Jconasni about tack of progress in 
ending the feud, will hold talks on ■ 
both sides of the divided capital 
and travel to Ankara and Athens 
next week. - ■- 


U.S. to block talks on 
Palestinian ‘right of 
return’ in multilaterals 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker has 
promised a delegation of Amer- 
ican Jews that the United States 
will block discussions of the 
Palestinian “right of return” at 
Middle East refugee talks in 
Ottawa next week. 

Israel is boycotting the meeting 
because it objects to the parti- 
cipation of Palestinian “exiles” 
from outside the occupied West' 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe Israelis say they fear die parti- 
daption of exiles will lead to discus- 
sion of • tbe rights of Palestinians 
scattered around the world to return 
to their former homes in pre-1948 
Palestine and the territories Israel 
occupied in 1962 or receive com- 
pensation. 

But Mr. Baker told a delegation 
from the American Jewish Congress 
earlier this week that Washington did 
not consider tbe Ottawa .meeting an 
appropriate forum for discussing 
this. 1 

“Baker was very dear on the sub- 
ject,” said Mark Peiavin, a member 
of the Jewish delegation that met Mr. 
Baker. 


“Baker spoke of the working 
groups bang technical groups and 
said tbe right of return was a political 
issue to be settled in bilateral negotia- 
tions between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians,” Mr. Peiavin told Reuters. 

Tbe refugee talks in Ottawa is one 
of five meetings taking place in the 
next two weeks to support tbe main 
bilateral Middle East peace negotia- 
tions. 

Israel is also boycotting talks on 
Middle Eastt economic development 
in Brussels because Palestinian exiles 
are invited to these too. But it will 
attend talks on water in Vienna, arms 
control in Washington and the en- 
vironment in Tokyo. 

Sources dose to the talks said Mr. 
Baker sent a letter to Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy this week trying 
to rea s s ure him that the meetings 
would not turn into occasions for 
bitter denunciations of Israel. 

“Our efforts must focus on the 
practical and rhe achievable- We must 
try to avoid polemics and empty 
rhetoric," Mr. Baker wrote. 

U.S. officials, who hoped the talks 
would spur tbe peace process, now 
fear they could have die opposite 
effect because of the Israeli boycott. 

The sources also said U.S. Ambas- 


sador to Israel William Harrop told 
Israeli officials this week that U.S. 
support for the participation of di- 
aspora Palestinians did not imply 
recognition of the right of return. 

Tbe right of return is embodied in 
United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 194 of December 1948, 
which was supported by Washington 
at the time. Bnt when State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret Tutwil- 
er was asked two days in a . row 
whether the United States still sup- 
ported it, she said she did not know 
and had been unable to find ouL 

Ms. Tutwiler said Friday more than 
20 delegations would attend the arms 
control talks in Washington induct- 
ing: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen, the 
European Community, Canada, Chi- 
na, India, Japan, Tnrkey and 
Ukraine. 

She said tbe discussions mould 
focus on methods and ooncepts of 
aims control, the evolution of the 
confidence and security-budding pro- 
cess and the history of the U.S.- 
Soviet hotline agreement, the ind- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan to present working papers on regional issues 


By a Jordan Tones Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — Undaunted by pros- 
pects that Israel may be absent 
from two working groups in the 
multilateral phase of the Middle. 
East peace process, Jordan and 
tbe Palestinians are going ahead 
witb their own participation in 
the meetings to be held in the 
next two weeks. 

No senior official was available for 
comment on reports from Washing- 
ton that Israel had notified tbe co- 
sponsors — the U.S. and Russia — 
and the respective hosts of tbe work- 
ing group meetings on refugees and 
economic development that it would 
not attend the conferences since 
Palestinians in tbe diaspora were also 
invited to attend. Israel will attend 
three other working groups — on 
water, disarmament and the environ- 
ment, according to the reports. 


An official statement issued by 
foe Jordan News Agency. Petra, on 
Friday named tbe heads of the Jorda- 
nian delegations to the five meetings. 
It said Fayez Tarawneh will lead the 
team to talks on economic coopera- 
tion to begin in Brussels on May i I 
while Jawad A1 Anani will bead the 
delegation to the meeting on refugees 
to begin in Ottawa, Canada, on May 

13; Mumber Haddadin was named 
bead of the team to tbe May 12-14 
Vienna talks on Middle East water 
while Abdullah Touqan will lead die 
delegation to attend the May 11-13 
disarmament talks in Washington. 
Anis Muasber was named head of the 
delegation to the Tokyo talks begin- 
ning May 18 on the environment. 

Petra said Jordan would submit 
working papers at these meetings 
explaining tbe Kingdom's position on 
the respective topics under discission 
at these meetings. The papers will 
also reflect the Kingdom's perception ■ 
of the future of the Middle East after 
a just and durable peace settlement is 
achieved, it added. 

Meanwhile, it was reported from 


Tunis that the Palestinian leadership 
had recommended Palestinian parti- 
cipation in tbe Ottawa and Brussels 
meetings to which the Palestinians 
have been invited. 

According to a Palestinian source 
quoted by tbe Associated Press, the 
Palestine Central Council (PCC) de- 
cided that Palestinians will participate 
in tbe two meetings. 

But not everyone at a PCC meeting 
favoured attending tbe multilateral 
negotiations. 

Gbassan A1 Khatib, a member of 
the delegation to the Arab-Israeli 
talks, told reporters he opposed 
Palestinian participation in the up- 
coming multilaterals because the bi- 
lateral meetings “had produced no 
concrete results." 

The council was to evaluate the five 
rounds of Arab-Israeli talks during its 
meeting in Tunis, scheduled to last at 
least three days. 

PLO hardliners feel the Arab- 
Israeli talks have produced little of 
value. Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
downplayed tbe divisions within tbe 


PLO and said it remained committed 
to the peace process. 

The council is a policy-making 
body that acts as a liaison between the 
PLO’s Executive Committee and the 
Palestine National Council. 

Tbe meeting that began Thursday 
was called to discuss the peace talks, 
but it also was expected to review the 
future of its own leadership a month 
after Mr. Arafat narrowly escaped 
death in a plane crash. 

Israel said earlier this week that its 
derision to boycott the two regional 
negotiations did not affect its commit- 
ment to the bilateral negotiations it 
has been conducting with Syria, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon and the Palestinians on 
land-for-peace issues. 

Those talks adjourned in Washing- 
ton last week and are scheduled to 
resume on an unspecified date. Israel 
also will participate in upcoming re- 
gional negotiations focusing on arms 
control, sharing water resources and 
tbe environment. 

Israel Television said Israel made 
(Continued 00 page 5) 


Kabul 
truce holds, 
but residents 
still flee 

BABUL (R) — A ceasefire be- 
tween .Afghanistan's new govern- 
ment and rebel guerrillas held for 
a third day on Friday, but resi- 
dents on tbe frontline were taking 
no chances. 

Families sitting on possessions 
piled into carts pulled by donkeys 
or by hand trekked through the 
lines of figbterc to the relative 
safety of Kabul. 

“We don't know what is going 
to happen. We have to leave,” 
said Ramzan as be led a donkey 
cart carrying his wife, and small 
child away from his Bibisar borne 
on Kabul’s southern fringe. 

Some of those leaving had first 
fled nearly two weeks ago when 
fighting began but had come back 
to retrieve their possessions. 

Despite days of confrontation, 
Bibisar remains in the hands of 
rebel tighten of the Hezb-e- 
Islami guerrilla group that has 
refused to support tbe new Isla- 
mic government. 

About one kilometre down tbe 
road towards Kabul were the 
government’s frontline positions 
manned by Dostum mfiitiajnen. 

The area, badly damaged m 
parts by tbe fighting, was curious- 
ly calm on Friday witb people 
moving freely between tbe two 
sides. 

But a Hezb-e- Island comman- 
der sitting by a radio set in the 
half-build bouse serving as has 
headquarters was not very opti- 
mistic the ceasefire would hold. 

Commander IzatuDah accused 
government forces of breaching 
the ceasefire by firing anti- 
aircraft guns at Hezb positions on 
the hillside above his headquar- 
ters during the night. 

The government’s military 
strongman. General Ahmad Shah 
Masood, rejected on Thursday 
the main condition set down by 
dissident guerrilla chief Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar for turning the 
halt in hostilities into a perma- 
nent ceasefire. ~ 

Mr. Masood told a news con- 
ference that Mr. Hekmatyaris 
forces were no longer able to 
seriously threaten Kabul and 
warned he would push them back 
if they repeated the rocket 
attacks.that killed more than 50 
people in the dty in two days this 
week. 

He rejected Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
key demand for tbe Uzbek and 
Tajik-speaking militias to be 
withdrawn from Kabul, 

Down at Bibisar, however, 
commander Izatullah and his men 
said they were determined to rid 
Kabul of tbe militiamen who have 
been widely accused of looting. 

“The Dostum militia are blind- 
ly destroying the people and rap- 
ing tiie people and looting. We 
will never compromise with the 
D ostum militi a who are slaught- 
ering the people.” 


German public strike ends; 
focus shifts to industry 


BONN (Agencies) — Public em- 
ployees began going back to work 
early on Friday after their unions 
accepted a new puy-offer to end 
Germany’s longest and toughest 
public sector strike. 

Air traffic and local transport 
crippled by the 11-day stoppage 
were quickly returning to normal, 
officials said. 

But train services, mail deliv- 
ery and rubbish collection were 
expected to need several days to 
be fully restored. 

As the dust settled after a 
bruising battle between tbe gov- 
ernment and public sector un- 
ions, tbe focus was switching To 
industry, where token walkouts 
have already taken place and full 
strikes over pay demands are 
looming. 

The powerful IG Metall En- 


gineering Union, after a week of 
massive warning strikes, pre- 
dated it would be very hard to 
reach a pay. accord if employers 
did not improve a 3.3 per cent 
wage- offer. 

“If employers continue with 
their catastrophic policies... it 
will be extremely difficult to 
reach an agreement,” IG Metall 
Deputy Chairman Klaus Zwickle 
told German radio. 

Asked if a full-blown strike was 
likely, Mr. Zwickel said the em- 
ployers had only a few days left to 
decide if they wanted a settle- 
ment or a confrontation. 

Public sector unions agreed on 
Thursday to an improved offer 
from employers that will give 
three million workers a 5.4 per 
cent across-the-board rise in addi- 
tion to one-off payments. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. sees Iranian role 
in Buenos Aires blast 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Hie State Department says Iran 
may have been involved in the 
bombing of the Israeli embassy in 
Buenos Abes that killed 29 peo- 
ple and wounded 252. 

“Information has been 
gathered that indicates Iranian 
involvement in the attack, but 
there is not conclusive evidence 
at this time,” spokeswoman Mar- ' 
garet D. Tutwiler said Thursday 
in a statement. 

Earlier, she reiterated U.S. 
suspicions that a pro-Iranian 
groups carried out tbe bombing. 

“Information gathered to ’date 
supports this daim” made by die 
Lebanon-based group Islamic 
Jihad after the March 17 attack, 
the U.S. official said. She did not . 
provide any evidence bat referred 
to the group’s release of. a 
videotape of the embassy taken 


before tbe bombing. 

“Sucb photographic evidence is 
often used by Islamic Jihad to 
authenticate its claim,” she said. 

Islamic Jihad gained notoriety 
in the mid-1980s after claiming 
responsibility for suicide bomb- 
ing against U.S. and other West- 
ern targets in Lebanon. It also 
was responsible for kidnapping 
Western nationals, including 
Americans and Britons the last erf 
whom were freed in December. 

During the hostage crisis, it 
routinely released pictures of the 
captives to authenticate its state- 
ments. 

Another unidentified State De- 
partment official was quoted as 
saying that tbe United States has 
strong indications that Iranian 
diplomats helped plan the March 
17 bombing. 


Sudan seeks 
to mediate 
Syria-Iraq 
differences 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafez Al Assad agreed 
Friday to allow Sudan to mKliate 
an end to 13 years of bitter rivalry 
between his government and 
Iraq. Sudanese leader Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir said. 

Speaking at a news conference 
following a meeting with Mr. 
Assad, Lieutenant-General 
Bashir said a Syrian-Iraqi rap- 
proachement was essential for 
dosing Arab ranks and counter- 
ing tiie new world order. 

Gen. Bashir is on his second 
visit to Syria since he took power 
in July 1989. But it is the fiist trip 
since last year's Gulf war during 
which Sudan and Syria were en- 
trenched- on opposite sides. 

Syria, which has been at odds 
with the Iraqi government since 
the 1970s, joined the United 
States in tbe military campaign to 
drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait 
last February. 

Sudan backed Iraqi calls for an 
Arab solution to the dispute over 
Kuwait and opposed the use of 
force to end the Iraqi occupation 
of the emirate. 

Asked specifically if be discus- 
sed a Syrian-Iraqi reconciliation 
with Mr. Assad, Gen. Bashir 
replied: “Yes, we discussed this 
matter, and of course President 
Assad does not object to any 
effort to bring closer unity among 
Arab brothers. 

“He has agreed to our move- 
ment in that direction,” Gen. 
Bashir said. 

Asked if he planned to visit 
Iraq, be said: “Our visits to Arab 
countries have not stopped since 
the Gulf crisis... and our visits 
and efforts will continue until the 
Arab World is unified in tbe face 
of its enemies.” 

He said the new world order 
was, “pub tidy biased towards the 
Israeli enemy, providing Israel 
with sophisticated weapons while 
exercising pressure on the Arab 
Nations for the purpose of 
weakening it.” 

Gen. Bashir said he and Mr. 
Assad “agreed on the need for 
Arab solidarity to confront tbe 
new world order's threats aimed 
at preventing a buildup in Arab 
military industry.” 


Israeli troops kill 3 Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israelis in a car flying the 
Israeli flag shot a Palestinian 
youth in the West Bank and then 
killed a second Palestinian who 
tried to evacuate him to hospital, 
Palestinian sources said on Fri- 
day. 

The Israelis, all in dvilian 
clothes except one wearing milit- 
ary trousers, shot and wounded 
tbe first man in the village of Siir. 
25 kilometres south of occupied 
Jerusalem, on Thrusday, they 
said. 

Mahmoud Shalaldeh. 22, put 
him in his car but the Israelis gave 
chase, shot out his tyres and 
killed Shalaldeh with two bullets 
in the head after be stepped out 


of his disabled vehicle, the 
sources added. 

Israeli troops on Friday shot 
dead a Palestinian teenager dur- 
ing clashes with demonstrators in 
the dty of Hebron, seven 
kilometres south of Siir, Palesti- 
nians said. 

Sadik Daana, 15, was shot 
twice in the chest, they said. 

Military sources gave a diffe- 
rent account of the Siir inddent. 

They said an army force on a 
mission in the village clashed with 
Palestinian stone-throwers and 
wounded two of them. 

“The force followed army pro- 
cedures for calling on suspects to 
halt,” an army spokeswoman 
said. 


Shalaldeh's death raised to 987 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by Israelis since the uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip broke out in Decem- 
ber 1987. 

Earlier this week the Israeli 
army commander in the West 
Bank, Major-General Danny 
Yatom, said the army had ad- 
justed the rules for opening fire 
on Palestinians when the lives of 
Israeli soldiers are in “danger.” 

Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights groups say army undercov- 
er units started gunning down 
Arabs without warning after a 
spate of attacks on Jewish settlers 
late last year. 


Britain assures Libya of fair trial 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain 
assured Libya on Friday that two 
Libyans wanted for tbe 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, would 
receive da fair trial if they were 
handed over and would not be 
subjected to interrogation. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd, speaking daring a par- 
liamentary foreign affairs debate, 
said tbe two men could receive 
daily visits while in custody by 
United Nations or other obser- 
vers wbo would also be welcome 
to nionitor the trial. 

“If these two men stand trial in 
Scotland... they can be sure that 
it will be fair and in accordance 
with normal Scottish procedures 
including trial by jury,” Mr. Hurd 
said. 


“They would not be subject to 
interrogation while awaiting 
trial.” be said. “While in custody 
they might if they wish have daily 
visits from the U.N. or other 
observers wbo... would of course 
be free to attend the trial.” 

Libya, both publicly and pri- 
vately. has expressed concerns 
that the two men. alleged intelli- 
gence agents, would not receive a 
fair trial if Tripoli complied with 
U.S. and British demands to 
hand them over for trial in Scot- 
land or America. 

British officials said Libya had 
also expressed concerns that tbe 
men might be tortured during 
interrogation while in custody 
and Mr. Hurd’s comments 
appeared to address those wor- 
ries. 


The United Nations imposed 
limited sanctions last month 
against Libya to pressure Tripoli 
into handing over the two men 
wanted for -the 1988 bombing of 
Pan Ain’s New York-bound flight 
103 in which 270 people were 
killed. 

Libya has denied involvement 
in the attack. 

A United Nations resolution 
also calls on Libya to comply with 
French demands for cooperation 
in its investigation of a 1989 
bombing of a French UTA airlin- 
er over Niger, 

U.S. investigators looking at 
photos of the Lockerbie of the 
UTA airliner discovered a piece 
of a bomb trigger and have linked 
it to Libya, a French news maga- 
zine reported. 


Rafsanjani gets a boost in run-off polls 


TEHRAN (AP) — A low turnout 
Friday in parliamentary run-off 
elections gave an extra boost to 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani in 
his straggle against radical hard- 
liners opposed to economic re- 
forms and a more moderate fore- 
ign policy - 

Apathy towards tbe. govern- 
ment and towards second-round 
voting in general seemed to be 
tbe main cause of the trickle to 
the polls. Many of those who did 
vote bad a practical reason for 
doing so — avoiding problems 
with dvio-minded authorities. 

Rafsanjani supporters, many of 
them Western-educated technoc- 
rats, won most of tbe 137 seats 


decided in the first round on 
April 10. 

They were expected to gamer 
the lion’s share of tbe 133 seats 
remaining, and the radicals failed 
to muster a mass of fundamental- 
ist followers necessary to reverse 
the tide, despite broadcast remin- 
ders that voting was a “religious 
duty” in keeping with the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

“The government has done no-, 
thing for me and my family in the 
past 13 years since the revolution. 
Why should I bother to vote," 
said Hossein AJi Rahbari, a taxi 
driver in the capital. 

He said turnout was usually 
higher outside Tehran because 


there more people knew eacl 
other, malting it easier to trao 
non-voters. But reports from tb 
provinces indicated a low tumou 
there, too. 

In tbe capital, many jus 
wanted to get the necessar 
stamps on their identificatioi 
booklets, which are needed fo 
everything from leaving the coun 
try to admission to college. 

Abmad Mostafavi, an en 
gineering student, said he wa 
voting because he would sooi 
graduate and intended to applj 
for a job in the civil service. 

“I don’t want any trouble ah 

(Continued on page 5) 


PCC meeting unlikely to change Palestinian course in peace process 


By Lamis K. Andoni 


WHATEVER DECISIONS are 
adopted by the Palestine Central 
Council (PCC), currently being 
held in Tunis, they wfll not include 
a derision to suspend or stop 
Palestinian participation in Middle 
East peace talks. Despite the 
strong opposition to continued 
Palestinian engagement in the 
peace process, it is highly unlikely 
that the PCC will deride to turn tbe 
Palestinians away from the peace 
talks, according to Palestinian 
observers and analysts. The obser- 
vers and analysts rite a series of 
factors that lead to snch a condn- 
rion. These include: 

— It k too iaie into tbe game to 
call , a halt in Palestinian participa- 
tion in tbe peace talks; 

— ' Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 


Arafat, a strong proponent of the 
talks, continues to bold the upper 
band; 

— By and large, the Palestinians 
to the occupied territories wish to 
pursue the peace talks with tbe 
hope that the Israeli position could 
be influenced, sooner or later, by 
external as well as internal forces. 

Even before tbe convening of 
the PCC, tbe PLO was preparing 
for Palestinian participation in the - 
multilateral talks on refugees and 
economic development and the 
leadership had made up its mind to 
remain involved to the bilateral 
talk*. 

Mr. Arafat, wbo is said to be 
convinced that he has no alterna- 
tive to the absence of effective 
Arab and international support, 
was expected to enlist the support 
of the Palestinian negotiating team 
to secure tbe support of the PCC 
for continued Palestinian involve- 


ment to the peace process. 

The negotiating team has 
already reported to the PLO lead- 
ership that although there was no 
positive change to the Israeli posi- 
tion it was crucial to maintain 
Palestinian engagement to the talks 

in pan to ensure international sup- 
port for the Pales tinian demands 
and expose the Israeli position. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Furthermore, the Palestinian 
negotiating team, or at least a good 
number of them, fed that they 
were able to steer the negotiations, 
during the fast ro und to Washing- 
ton, in a direction that will not 
allow the Israelis to dreumveot tbe 
issue of Jewish settlements in t be 
occup i ed territories. 


Mr. Arafat, however, is still 
facing strong opposition from tbe 
Palestinian left and the right, 
which accuse the leadership of 
com p ro mising Meflmim national 
rights and demand a suspension of 
Palestinian participation. 

Tbe PLO leader, whose leverage 
was boosted following bis survival 
after a plane crash last month, is 
trying to comer his rivals by pre- 
senting them “with facts’’ and chal- 
lenging them to come up with 
alternatives to his policies. 

Mr. Arafat win have to explain 
to a growingly disillusioned PCC 
members — including his staunch 
loyalists — what the peace process 
has achieved so far and where it is 
beading. 

From tbe viewpoint of Mr. Ara- 
fat and his close aides, Palestinian 
participation has succee d ed in 
breaking what they caO the “poli- 
tical blockade" against tbe PLO in 


the aftermath of tbe Golf crisis and 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
while tbe PLO remained effective- 
ly in the driving seat of Palestinian 


st does not imply that Mr. 
Arafat himself is satisi&ed with 
progress or tbe direction of the 
peace process, but be appears, 
according to information available, 
more concerned that by attempting 
to block the process, toe PLO and 
the Palestinians stand to lose. 

He is still hopeful that by re- 
maining engaged and in control be 
can eventually assert a more visible 
role for the PLO and secure inter- 
national support for Palestinian 
national rights. 

Others, including leading mem- 
bers of Mr. Arafat’s mainstream 
Fateh group, are convinced that 
the peace process is undermining 
the role of the PLO and tbe unity 
of the Palestinian people inside the 


occupied territories and dja 
They argue that altboug 
PLO is steering the nego 
team, tbe organisation is gra 
fosmg its role as the represm 
of the Palestinian people, esj 
ty if Palestinian national rigt 
not addressed at the talks. 
As the situation stands the 
&t least three obvious wings 
Jbe PCC, and consequent! 
PLO: 

— Advocates of an imn 


don pending a U.S. recogi 
broader Palestinian repress 
-■ from inside and outs 
occupied territories as well , 
Jerusalem — and that the i 
tioos, including interim t 
“»ents. are practically ba 
Resolution 242 and an ton 
halt to Israel's policy of I 

(Continued on page 
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Middle East News 


Kabul imposes ban on 
alcohol, orders dress code 


KABUL (AP) — The new Isla- 
mic government banned the sale 
and consumption of alcohol Fri- 
day and ordered women to dress 
in “Islamic fashion" — two news 
signs the country is tilting towards 
fundamentalism. 

The orders read over Kabul 
radio and television were issued 
by the 50-member leadership 
council that came to power last 
week following the collapse of the 
Soviet-installed communist reg- 
ime. 

The orders were formal recog- 
nition of a practice that had 
already been imposed on Kabul 
over the last week by bands of 
Islamic guerrillas who have taken 
control of the city. 

On Thursday. Afghan Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Masood 
vowed to prevent fundamentalist 
guerrilla chief Gulbuddin Hck- 
matyar from launching another 
bid to gain power. 

Mr. Masood and Mr. Hek- 
matyar agreed to halt two days of 
heavy fighting in and around 
Kabul with a three-day truce 
while they tTy to work out their 
differences. The ceasefire agree- 
ment between the long-time riv- 
als expires Saturday. 


Mr. Masood engineered a 
string of military victories that 
toppled the communist regime 
last month. Afghans had hoped 
the truce might lead to peace for 
the first time since a coup 14 
years ago triggered the civil war, 
which took an estimated two mil- 
lion lives. 

But negotiators had their 
doubts. And Mr. Masood made 
no attempt to appear concilia- 
tory. His comments added to 
fears a truce may break down and 
reignite fighting for the capital. 

“Perhaps for a short time, Mr. 
Hekmatyar will be able to use his 
rockets and kill more innocent 
people,” Mr. Masood said. “But 
I assure you that soon we will 
push him so far back that his 
rockets won't reach the capital.” 

At least 73 people were killed 
and nearly 400 wounded earlier 
this week when Mr. Hekmalyar's 
’forces bombarded this city of 1.5 
million people with rockets fired 
from the hills south of the city. 

Afghan Television said the 
leadership council grouping the 
leaders of the new government 
decided that buying, selling or 
consuming alcohol or narcotics 
would be punishable under Isla- 


mic law — usually flogging. 

Alcohol was frowned upon by 
devout Muslims of Afghanistan 
under the old regime, but was not 
illegal and was freely available 
in urban areas. 

A lunch with a leader of the 
former ruling party last week was 
accompanied by large glasses of 
whisky as in the past. 

Women were only asked to 
wear Islamic headscraf, but vir- 
tually all those seen in public who 
might have own Western clothes 
and makeup in the past have 
already covered up. 

Many have adopted the Iranian 
style chador, an all-enveloping 
piece of cloth that leaves just the 
face showing. 

Two former women ministers 
arriving for a meeting last week 
with Interim Presidnet Sibghatul- 
lah Mojaddidi wearing conserva- 
tive Western dress and heads- 
craves were turned away by a 
guard and told to come back 
property dressed. 

Afghanistan's strongly Islamic 
new government has made no 
secret of its intention to introduce 
strict Islamic law, but at present 
is more concerned with securing 
the peace. 


Talabani — - a master 
of political intrigue 


ERBIL, Iraq (R) — Jalal Talaba- 
ni says he is worried Baghdad 
may try to derail his election 
campaign for overall leader of the 
Kurdish community by suddenly 
lifting its six-month eoonomic 
blockade of rebel-held territory 
in northern Iraq. 

Is Mr. Talabani genuinely con- 
cerned or indulging in a shrewdly 
calculated bit of politica] rumour- 
mongering? 

“I am expecting an escalation 
of Baghdad's propaganda cam- 
paign against me,” said the 59- 
year old leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

“We have reports they may 
open the border and allow goods 
to move,” be added. 

The words were serious. But 
around die eyes and the comers 
of his mouth there was the hint of 
a smile as reporters scribbled 
dutifully in their nobebooks. 

Mr. Talabani — a gleeful mas- 


ter of political intrigue — is facing 
long-time rival Massoud Barzani, 
chief of the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party (KDP), in northern 
Iraq’s May 17 leadership contest. 

Their parties are contending 
for dominance of the Kurdish 
parliament which will also be 
elected that day. 

The central issue in Kurdistan's 
first election is the region's rela- 
tionship with the central govern- 
ment in Baghdad. 

Iraq crushed a post-Gulf war 
Kurdish rebellion last spring, but 
guerrilla leaders have regained 
control over most of northern 
Iraq. 

Mr. Barzani argues that auton- 
omy within a sovereign, democra- 
tic Iraq is the best Kurdistan can 
hope for given regional and world 
politics. 

Mr. Talabani rejects autonomy 
so long as Saddam Hussein and 
his Baath Party remain in power. 
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Jalal Talabani 

“We are not for ... strengthen- 
ing the dictatorial regime,” Mr. 
Talabani said. “We are in favour 
of cooperating with the Iraqi 
opposition, not with Baghdad." 

The PUK chieftain reporters 
and visitors he cannot rule out a 
last-minute surprise from Bagh- 
dad. 

“Of course this (lifting of the 
blockade) would be temporary 
and allow their (government) 
agents and saboteurs to move 
freely,” Mr. Talabani said. 


Arab writer receives 
top Israeli award 


TEL AVIV (R) — Arab- Israeli 
writer Emile Habtbt accepted 
Israel’s top literary prize on 
Thursday in a ceremony marked 
by protests and expressions of 
support for the author. 

Mr. Habibi, 70, is the first 
Arab- Israeli to receive the prize, 
awarded every year. 

’The future of our political 
culture in this country depends on 
our ability to listen to other 
views,” said Education Minister 
Zvulun Hammer who handed 
Mr. Habibi the award. 

“Our maturity is marked in our 
ability to give expression to other 
positions.” 


Hardline Jews criticised the 
education ministry, which pres- 
ides over the awards, for allowing 
the prize to go to Mr. Habibi. 

Arab-lsraeli writers and 
Palestinian authors from the 
occupied territories and abroad 
criticised Mr. Habibi's decision to 
accept the prize, saying it would 
improve Israel's image and con- 
ceal its repression of Palestinian 
writers and journalists. 

As Mr. Habibi went up to 


accept the award, former Israeli 
government minister YuvaJ Nee- 
man and right-wing member of 
parliament Geulah Cohen called 
out and waved their hands.. 

Mr. Neeman, who won an 
Israel prize several years ago for 
achievements in science, said he 
was returning his own award in 
protest. 

Supporters of Mr. Habibi, a 
former member of Israel’s parlia- 
ment, dapped and some stood as 
Mr. Neeman and Ms. Cohen 
were escorted from the hall. 

Some 20 members of the right- 
wing Kach movement demons- 
trated outside the building 
against the ceremony. 

Mr. Habibi, who shook hands 
with hardline Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir at the ceremony, 
defended his acceptance of the 
award saying it recognised the 
achievements of Israel’s 750,000 
Arabs and was a step forwards in 
the struggle for equality with 
Jews. 

He said the award, which car- 
ries the cash equivalent of $8,000, 
could be used to improve the 
Arabs’ lot under Israel. 


U.S. not to send pilots to 
British ‘friendly fire’ probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States does not plan to send 
two U.S. air force pilots to Bri- 
tain to testify in the “friendly 
fire” deaths of nine British ser- 
vicemen in a Gulf war air attack, 
the Defence Department said on 
Thursday. 

An inquest into the deaths 
opened in Oxford, England, ear- 
lier on Thursday and witnesses 
said a U.S. air force lawyer was 
pursued by relatives of the vic- 
tims demanding to know why two 
pilots involved in the incident 
would not testify. 

The nine British servicemen 
were killed to the Iraqi desert on 
Feb. 26, 1991 when an American 
A-10 tank-busting plane filed on 
two British warrior armoured 
fighting vehicles. 

At the Pentagon, spokesman 
Pete Williams told reporters on 
Thursday that the pilots had ear- 
lier agreed to release statements 
on the inddent at the request of 
families of .the British soldiers 
provided anonymity was pre- 
served.”. .. , \ 

Mr. Williams listed several 


reasons for not sending the pilots, 
although U.S. Air Force Attor- 
ney Colonel Robert Bridge said 
in Oxford that the American gov- 
ernment was not exerting press- 
ure on the pilots one way or the 
other. 

Mr. Williams said that knowing 
the pilots’ identifies would add 
nothing to the issue of determin- 
ing the cause of death and that 
release of their names would 
break a government promise not 
to make such a disclosure outside 
official channels. 

“We reiterate our deep com- 
passion for the families and loved 
ones of these courageous soldiers 
who died defending the cause of 
freedom,” be said. 

But “a failure to provide con- 
fidentiality to the pilots would 
subject them and their families to 
unwarranted scrutiny, merely 
compounding the grief surround- 
ing this tragic event, which, they 
share,” Mr. Williams said. 

“The affidavits, pilots’ state- 
ments and other documents sent 
to the coroner represent the com? 
plete picture as we know it” 


Marriage of convenience brings Somalia food 


MOGADISHU (R) — A mar- 
riage of convenience between 
the U.N. and a ragtag band of 
Somali warriors finally brought 
relief food to the famished 
capital this week where 
thousands are at risk from 
famine and war. 

After months of anarchy, 
Somalia's feuding warlords are 
abiding by a ceasefire to allow 
food through to the capital 
where at least one hundred 
children are dying daily. 

Under United Nations au- 
spices, about 200 heavily- 
armed Somali fighters have 
been hired to protea the first 
ship of food allowed to dock in 
Mogadishu since civil war 
broke out 18 months ago. A 
previous vessel turned away 
after it was shelled. 

“Looting is professional 
here. You have to look at the 
cost of hiring mercenaries ver- 
sus the loss of billions of dol- 
lars of supplies. It's worth it,” 
U.N. delegate Tibebu Haile 
Selassie told Reuters. 


The simple cost of unloading 
5,000 tonnes of European 
wheat, guarding it on the 
quayside and then taking it 
under convoy for distribution 


in Mogadishu is 524 per tonne 
of which half is the cost of 
“security," aid workers say. 

Since Tuesday, hundreds of 
tonnes have been moved by 
convoy from the dock to what 
remains of this once elegant 
seaside capital. Mercenaries 
ride shotgun every metre of the 
way in improvised armoured 
carriers made from looted 
jeeps. 

Each 50-truck convoy has 
about 200 men armed with 
anything from Thompson sub- 
machineguns beloved of the 
New York mafia in the 1930s 
to the ubiquitous AK-47 Soviet 
rifle, heavy machineguns and 
recoilless rifles which could de- 
molish a house. 

Their cargo may help tip the 
balance in the fight to prevent 
mass starvation threatening 4.5 
million of Somalia's 6.5 million 
people,, relief workers say. 

A natural disaster — the 
worst drought in 100 years — 
was already threatening famine 
when guerrillas who ousted 
President Mohammad Siad 
Barre in January last year 
turned on each other and cre- 
ated a man-made disaster of 
apocalyptic potential. 


“There is famine here. Peo- 
ple are dying in numbers the 
world is not aware of. In 
Mogadishu alone, children and 
mothers are reduced to eating 
old animal hide. It's pitiful,” 
Mr. Tibebu said. 

Aid agencies say Somalia is 
unique. “There’s no govern- 
ment, no law, only guns, 
thousands of them. It's West- 
ern,” said Medecin Sans Fron- 
tieres doctor Michel Leguen. 

Behind pock-marked walls 
of once rich villas, at least 150 
small camps have sprung up 
where mothers and children 
shelter under improvised huts 
of acacia branches covered in 
cardboard. 

An uneasy calm punctuated 
by the occasional unexplained 
crackle of automatic gunfire 
now reigns since self-styled 
President Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad and rival warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed agreed to a 
ceasefire in March under world 
pressure. 

Their guns fell silent long 
enough for the U.N. and aid 
agencies to arrange for a mercy 
ship to dock. The previous 
attempt was torpedoed by 
shelling, probably at the behest 
of merchants trying to keep 


food prices high, aid workers 
say. 

Something like normality 
has returned. Unarmed people 
now walk streets which once 
meant death at the hands of 
looters or feuding clansmen. 
Women sell fruit, cigarettes 
and the drug qat which bright- 
ens the eyes of their warrior 
menfolk. 

General Aideed controls 
most of the south, his rival the 
north. On Tuesday, Mr. Ali 
Mahdi's men crossed the 
“green line” dividing the capit- 
al to collect food from the port 
and not a shot was fired. 

“I am very encouraged, it 
was a fantastic sight," said 
U.N. supremo Mohammad 
Sahnoun, who was appointed 
by Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali.to help restore peace and 
fill stomachs. 

Mr. Sahnoun thinks the mer- 
cenaries could soon be re- 
placed by 500 U.N. guards 
once Gen. Aideed, hitherto 
reluctant to cede any area 
where he holds military sway, 
gives his agreement. 

U.N. officials hope the con- 
voys will carve a “corridor of 
peace” through the divided 
city and attune its 1.2 million 


people to thinking of feeding 
instead of fighting. 

It would be the first time the 
U.N. has become involved in 
guarding food shipments and 
many African governments see 
it as an unwelcome develop- 
ment. 


"There are many govern- 
ments who see food as a 
weapon, and guerrilla groups 
too. They’re not gonna like it.” 
confided a senior U.N. military 
official. 

Later on Thursday. Mr. Ali 
Mahdi's faction called for the 
convening of a national recon- 
ciliation conference. 

Somali radio, which broad- 
casts from Mogadishu in sup- 
port of Mr. Ali Mahdi, said his 
so-called interim government 
held an extraordinary session 
to discuss the situation in the 
country. 

Previous attempts to hold 
such a conference have found- 
ered on Mr. Ali Mahdi’s insist- 
ance he be treated as a head of 
state. 


The radio said the meeting 
decided to set up a nine- 
member committee to “study 
the modalities” for such a con- 
ference. 


Vatican 
commission 
urges moves 
towards 
Israel 
relations 


NEW YORK (R) — For the 
first time, a papal commission 
has joined Jewish leaders in 
calling for progress in estab- 
lishing diplomatic relations be- 
tween the Vatican and Israel 
Lack of formal diplomatic 
ties between the Vatican and 
Israel has been a long-term 
source of friction between Ro- 
man Catholicism and Judaism 
The call came in a statement 
released on Thursday at the 
end of a three-day meeting in 
Baltimore between the Holy 
See Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews and 
the International Jewish Com- 
mittee for InteT-Religjous Con- 
sultations (UC1C), the Jewish 
group charged with conducting 
discussions with the Vatican. 

While the two groups recog- 
nised that the question of rela- 
tions was one for the Vatican 
and Israel to reach agreement 
on, the joint statement said the 
two groups “areconsdous of the 
importance of this question for 
Jewisb-Catholic relations in 
general and express, the hope 
that significant progress in this 
regard will soon be made.” 

It was the first time a Vati- 
can group had joined such as 
call, Jewish leaders said. 

It was also the first time two 
groups held a meeting in the 
Western hemisphere and 
according to participants 
much progress was made in 
resolving issues on several 
fronts ranging from agreement 
on the need to combat rising 
anti-semitism in Europe to 
opening Vatican World War II 
archieves. 

At the meeting, the Holy 
See Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews also 
said that the expulsion of the 
Jews from Spain 500 years ago 
was an act for which “repent- 
ence was the appropriate re- 
sponse of the Catholic Church 
to this tragic- act of intoler- 
ance.” 

The two groups also 
approved a call made by Car- 
dinal Joseph -Bernardmof Chi- 
cago that Vatican archieves 
pertaining to World War II be 
opened to scholars “on a case 
by case basis.” 

The Vatican, however, 
would have to act on this call 
before the archives would be 
opened and currently, it does 
not allow archives after 1922 to 
be viewed by scholars. 

Jewish leaders have long cal- 
led for opening the archives to 
put an end to questions about 
the Catholic Church’s role dur- 
ing ’the war. 

World Jewish Congress 
President Edgar Bronfman, 
who headed the Jewish side in 
the discussions, described the 
final statement as “an extraor- 
dinary document ushering in a 
new chapter of mutual under- 
standing in Catho lie- Je wish re- 
lations.” 

The Vatican has long re- 
sisted establishing relations 
with Israel for several reasons 
— _ saying that by doing so it 
might endanger Christians Irv- 
ing in Arab countries and that 
Israel does not have clearly 
defined borders. It has also 
called for Israel to make prog- 
ress In the granting of Plaesti- 
nian rights. 

The Catholic and Jewish 
groups meet about once every 
two years. At their last meet- 
ing, in Prague in 1990, they 
jointly “condemned anti- 
Semitism as well as all forms of 
racism as a sin against God and 
humanity.” 
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HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Afghans In China start hunger strike 


BEIJING (R) — A group of Afghans who fled to China from 
their country’s civil war began a hunger strike m a Beijing park on 
Friday to press the United Nations to grant them refugee status. 
About 40 men said they would continue their fast until they got a 
positive response from the United Nations High.Cpa&nisaorier 
for Refugees (UNHCR). They have camped out with their wives 
and children since Wednesday in a small park in front of the U.N. 
mission in Beijing. The women and children did not join tire Cut. 
Some of the Afghans have been in China for as long as two years. 
Most are educated, and among them axe pilots, military officers 
and doctors. Urey are not allowed to find work in China and have 
been supported by the United Nations. “We just want to settle 
somewhere to have a normal life” said a Spokesman for the* 
group, who explained that without refugee status they, wo old 
remain in limbo. The Afghans say they fear to return to their ; 
country where Miijahedeen rebels have just taken control from 
the Soviet-installed government fn Kabul. They say they would 
settle anywhere, including China UNHCR officials were not 
immediately available for comment. 


Gunmen wound Istanbul politician 


ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen shot and wounded the Istanbul ] 
chairman of Turkey’s ruling True Path Party (DYP) outside his ^ 
home on Friday, Anatolian news agency said. The two -gunmen 
fled on foot after attacking Muhsin Divan as he was heading to his 
car in the residential Acibadem district on the Asian side of the 
city, the semi-official agency said. Mr. Divan was hospitalised ■' 
with bullet wounds to his arm. There wete no immediate claims of j 
responsibility, but police suspected a far-left' urban guerrilla ] 
group, the Dev-Soi (Revolutionary Left), was behind the attack. 
Leftist violence in Istanbul has increased since police killed 11 
guerrillas and captured six in mid-April raids on hideouts of the 
Dev-Sol. Thirteen policemen have been killed since then. 


Iraq clamps down on Baghdad nightlife 4 


BAGHDAD (R) — The authorities in Baghdad, once famed 1 ; 
throughout the Middle East for its nightlife, are cracking down on * 
nightclubs and bars selling alcohol. “These places corrupt the * 
common sense by organising debased singing parties,” the 3 
government newspaper A1 Jumhouriyah said on Thursday: Iraq's - 
tourist facilities “have turned into shops selling alcohol- and: 
nothing more,” it added. The newspaper said opening hams fin- 
bars in Baghdad would be cut. The Interior Ministry would not 
grant licences for new entertainment centres for the remainder of 
1992, it added. Similar measures, taken at the beginning of 1992,; 
cut the number of Baghdad's nightclubs from 40 to 18. There were l\ 
no restrictions on the sale of alcohol in the capital in the past and 
nightclubs stayed open until dawn with bars offering drinks almost 
throughout the day and night- Baghdad police shut down more 
than 10 casinos over the weekend in a fresh bid to dean op the 
capital of gamblers. The crackdown on alcohol, dancing and 
gambling started when President Saddam Hussein’s hal£brother, 
Watban Ibrahim A) Hassan, became interior minister last year; 
He vowed to end all “humiliating practices” in Baghdad, 
including the throwing of money at the feet of beHydaaoets and 
singers. Ordinary Iraqis face shortages of food and other 
essentials after almost two years of U.N. sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 


South African flight lands in Cairo 


CAIRO {R) — • A flight by South Africa's national carnerfanded 
in Cairo on Wednesda y — the firsrin 29 years. A South African 
Airways Boeing 747 made the non-stop flight from Johannesburg, 
in six-and-a-half hours with 155 -passengers. The anfine wiU 
operate a scheduled flight a week -to Cairo. Egypt, a founding 
member of the Organisation of African Unity, boycotted South 
Africa but links started improving after the dismantling of 
apartheid began. 


Niger seeks peaceful end to Tuareg revolt 


ALGIERS (R) — Niger’s Prime Minister Amadou Cbeiffiru. 
visiting Algeria to seek unspecified help, pledged on Thursday to 
find a quick and peaceful end to a Tuareg revolt in the north of his 
country. Niger has recently intensified military activity against the 
Tuaregs, but a joint statement issued just before Mr. Cheifibu left 
Algiers said Algerian leaden hpd been briefed on foe situation in 
northern Niger. ‘In this regard. It (Niger) stressed its wifl to bring 
about a rapid peaceful solution of national reconciliation to the 
service of all Niger’s people,” foe statement said, without 
s pec if ic ally mentioning foe Tuaregs. Algeria, which mediated an 
accord to end fighting between the -nomadic Tuaregs and 
government troops in neighbouring Mali, said it strongly encour- 
aged moves towards a peaceful solution. Tuaregs, ligbt- 
skmned nomads of Berber descent, say they have been oppressed 
by black-dominated governments in both Niger and Mali. Niger 
and Algeria also decided to start rapid talks between officials on 
each side of their common border, the statement carried by the 
official news agency APS said. Earlier this year, Niger abruptly 
dosed the border. 


Ethiopia fears repeat of famine 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia said on Friday that it feared a 
repeat of the 1984 famine which killed at least one rnffikm people 
and appealed to foe world for aid. In a statement marking Red 
Gross Day, Deputy Munster of Health Azeb Tamirat recalled that 
foe world had been generous in previous disasters but said many ■ 
died because it was “too little and too late." She urged foe world . 
to be more compassionate to help alleviate the effects of drought 
™ aftermath of war. The government has to date received ■ 
only 71,000 tonnes of aid it appealed for last December, about 20 • 
per «nt of what jt estimates is required to avert disaster. “The . 
bkelihood for the continuation of the disaster situation in. 
Ethiopia seems unavoidable. If the 10-year cyde repeats itself, we - 
will soon be facing another disaster whose consequences may be - 
as grave as in 1984-85,” said a senior Red Cross offiriaL 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1800 . 
1940 . 

La Famille Fontaine 

19=15 . 
1PJS . 

Sctcntiric magazine 

20*0 . 


2030 . 


21:00 . 


22.90 . 
22:20 .. 

News in English 


PRAYER TIMES 

81:14 . 
05:40 . 


1UZ . 
16:12 . 
1934 . 


2fc51 . 



Temw** Qwdi fel: 622366 

Chorea of the AnanadatiMi Tel. 
623541. 

AbcUgmi Church Td. 625383. Tct. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Aasrnan IntenutiMMl ftwA Tel. 
685326. 

Eva n g eli ca l Lutheran Church Td: 
811295. 

The Church of Jtui Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nansens Td.675691. 


Jordan Valley 14 / 24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16. Aqaba 30 Humidity row in g s : 
Amman 85 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 
cent 


Dr.Akram Haddad {— ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bxdktiasuppikd by the Deportment of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. ftffary oTNaweth Church SMUefc, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

St, Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Charch of the Anmmdafian Td. 
637440. 

Dc h Sdk Church Td. 661757 


It wiU remain cold, partly cloudy to 
dandy tuid rainy at times. Wads will 
be southwesterly fresh. Iu Aqaba, it 
wiH be partly cloudy with a dance of 
scattered showers and winds win be 
southerly moderate and seas wavy. 


MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 9/16 

Aqaba 16/28 

Deserts 9/19 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nida) Issa 69101! 

Dr. Wad Donali 774800 

Dr. Rama MQzzawi 894788 

Dr. bum AJ Asmar 890504 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaoonfa pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

DUUD: 

Dr. Radwan Al Saad (— ) 

AJSharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQAs 


Food Control Game 637111 

Civil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence iwnnwfaiiK 

Rescue. * 630341 

CM Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pofice 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank.... 775121 

Highway Pofice 8434Q2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pttbtic Security Dep ar tmen t 630321 

Hotd Complaints 609800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaint!-! 897467 

Amman Munrdpa&ty 

Com plaints 787111 

Telephone Ittfoanatioa 

(directeiy asEtstaoce) 121 

Overseas CaQs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 
Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Iordan — ... 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Scctrioty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Info (matron ......... OS- 53200 

Oueen AEalnd. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidt Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J.Ama.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmebwri 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

Univeratty Hospital 845845 

AJ-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaH 666127/37 

AtAhlhAbdati 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashraficb 7751 1 1/26 

Anny.Marka 891611/15 

Oueen AH* Hospital ......... 60224050 

Amd Hospital — 674155 

ZAKQAs 
ZarqaGovLl 
Zarq* National 1 
Ibe Sina Hospital 


...(09)990990 

DUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 

Greek Carbolic Hospital 

IbuAINafecs Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77ns afanMtioe is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfomation depart- 
meat at (he Queen Alia tatanatkmal 
Airport TcL (08)53200-5, where it 
aftow U always be verged. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tonninal 1) 


IfcM Kadi Lmrpur, Singapore (RJ) 

10** Damascus (R!) 

M£f „. Dhahran(RJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 

“25 - Aqaba (RJ) 

New Dead (RJ) 

- Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

”2 - ..CdwrtmHuj 

l£2PK8 

- Frankfurt (RJ) 

22* Vienna (RJ) 

5*2 Rome(RJ) 

..... Madrid (RJ) 

K&M ........ — .. Helsinki, Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12* Sarua(IY) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

“ !l * - Rome(AZ) 

mpaitures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Wri5 Beirut (Rf) 

“•I Aqaba | 

®9i 45 Aqaba, Vienna I 

— .... Aqaba, Hdrinld j 

JJ 3 * — Amsterdam, New York ( _ 

a 

““ Madrid (RJ) 

amt ....... „ Jeddah (RJ) 

ll:M Aba 'Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 


Other nights (Tormina) 2) 

2?^2 Paris, DaunascuafAD 

- BdratfaE) 

“*2 - Sanaa (IY) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 


£fape//kmrar prfce’in fifc per kx. 

Apple (red) W6W 

... 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammart 550 / SOD 

780/ 600 

CaN»*e 150/100 

Carrot . ]gy 120 

Cauliflower 360/' 300 

Q«ratem(lsniae)..,J M .„. 150/100 

Cwaanbrnfsiad} 300/2S0 

&»**« ■ 550 / 450 

F™ 1000 / 800 

260/200 

260/200 

300/250 

S* 00 ™ 240/180 

X2* oa ««ai) 150/100 

370/250 

700/600 

PW-(sweet) 250/200 

,420/380 

150/100 

600 / 500 

150/100 

..... 750/ 650 
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King congratulates Czechs 

AMMAN. (Petra) — = His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a 
cable to Czechoslovak President Vadav Havel, congratulating 
him in his own name and on behalf of the Jordanian people and 
government on his country’s national day. The King wished 
President Havel continued good, health and happiness and die 
people of Czechoslovakia further progress and prosperity. 

Bashir sends good wishes to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Maje&y King Hussein Friday received a 
cable of good wishes from Sudanese President Omar Hassan AJ 
Bashir, who was flying over Jordan Friday en route to Khartoum, 
. at the end of a state visit to Syria. President Bashir wished King 
. Hussein continued good health and happiness and the Jordanian 
people further progress and prosperity. 

Amman governor reveals spending 

AMMAN (Petra) — The government has allocated 
JD 32,862.500 in 1991 to finance development projects in Amman 
govemorate, according to Amman Governor Issa A1 Omari. The 
governor noted that actual expenditure on development projects 
in the govemorate totalled JD 2,449,4900 or 74.5 per cent of the 
total allocations for that year. Mr. Omari said that Greater 
Amman zone accounted for JD 16,097.900, followed by Madaba 
as second zone for JD 6,708300. 

: Maani heads editors’ housing society 

^ • AMMAN (Petra) — The administrative committee of the Editors 
^ ■ Housing Society was reconstituted Friday. Mr. Salim Maani was 

•?« hij-.J ; elected chairman, while Mr. Mohammad Said was elected 
i ra<J6 . • -treasurer and Mr. Issa Shawabkeh was elected as secretary. The 
j . . ; committee also elected Ahmad Thiban, Ahmad Salameh, Ziad A1 

nig|| 1 Shflleh and Fuad Hussein as members. 

.. 

French writer contributes 
to book on rose city 

/••’S Visit to Petra — 

3 :a dream come true 


Tuarec: 




. :T : By lea Wahbeh 

„ v ; Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

■ • ! AMMAN- — “Stories about 

, 1 ; Petra" will be the outcome. 

' : • The French Cultural Centre, in 

"• •••: ! cooperation with the Ministry 
77 ‘ ■ ‘ •-. ; of Tourism in Jordan, are the 
“brain" behind the idea. And 
' ”• ~ ■ the ones to contribute are 

- several writers, Arabs and 
_ . ! French, who through their 

r o31f0 ; efforts will make the projected 

• idea come true. 

• ~ .v r : ! - This is how the tenth of the. 

a . .*.• ; twelve writers to express 1 -a 
' ‘ ’ personal reflection of the 

! :*• i- ■ famed city came to be in Jou- 
dan. His name is” Jean Marie-" 
; Gustave Le Qezio and taking 
_ refuge between the ruins of 
ancient civilisations befits the 
tall, blond, shy writer who 
tG Tuarer feds more at ease alone than 
among people. 

Mr. Le Qezio, born in Nice 
.j" in 1940, is one of the few 

. " Vl i-. r, fortunate writers to earn an 
early unanimous recognition 
- • - .• .i" fw his writings. The characters 

in his works are very much like 
. ”7 him and resemble each other. 

■ 7” . IBs writing is an accumulative 

inventory of detailed, fasdnat- 
; 7 " rag facts; 

" - - “ Literary critic B. Visage, 
talking. about Mr. Le Qezio, 
said: “There is no other exam- 
pte of a contemporary writer 
■■■ 7.” wIw is not only widely read, 
r ~ % *. but also loved and admired as a 

■ living myth.” 

v- : ‘ -*"• Mr. Le Qezio’s visit to Petra 
v. . * - r was not the only one to provide 
him with material for his writ- 
ing, it was also a fulfilment of a 
dream. “I was enthusiastic ab- 
| fT. . n £ out the project. It was an 

occasion for me to visit a place 
I wanted to see for a very long 
• time." 

r ” ' w, The idea of the short story 
[. • that wifl be Mr. Qezio’s con- 

tribution to the book, has 
somehow crystallised in the 
writer’s mind. It was given to 
him, the writer says, by an 
encounter, in Wadi Mousa, 
with a bedouin who expressed 
the warm desire to travel to 
Switzerland where he has an 
old time friend. So the theme 
■will be that of “a young boy 
wishing to go to Switzerland 

' like a Swiss who would like to 

.come to Petra." 

> • The visit to Petra, although 

" ’“too short to meet people.” 

ihas profoundly impressed Mr. 


c WHAT’S GOING ON 

- > 4 Photography eshihitfon, entitled “Around the World: People 
" - and Thmgs,” by Jacqnefine Vandervelde at the British Cooncfl. 

4 ; 4 Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Amer A1 Obekfi at Aha 
-gT ; Art Gallery. 

; 4 Art exhibition of Iraqi artist AH Al Madtiavi's works, 
\ forked by poems of the great Arab poet Abdul Wahab Al 
Bayati, at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 
r 4 Exhibition of paintings by Rida Hus Hns at the French Cultural 
j [ Centre. 

‘ ; 4 Art exhibition by Mohammad Ai Amcxi at the Royal Cultural 

Centre. 

: 4 Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian artists at the National 
Gallery of Fiiie Arts, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

■ 4 Photography exhibiting entitled “Double Vision of Jordan” by 
Bernard GuffloC and Jesn-PhHippe Reverdot at the Frandi 
*7 * Cultural Centre. 

i 4 ExhflMtion entitled “Sdoace and Technology as Forerunners of 
* ; Industririlsatioa 1 ’ (organised by the Goethe Ins titute) at foe 
; Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST). 

;☆ Children’s video entMcd “The Taflor of Gloucester” at the 
British Council — S pun. 




His Royal Sigta Crown Prince Hassan received Thursday the 
president of New York Academy for Science and the president of 
the American University hi Beirut. Discussion at the meeting 
centred on the prospect of estabfehmg joint projects and progra m - 
mes between foe academy and Jordanian scientific and technolo- 
gical in stitutions. Prince Bfa«a»n stressed the importance of 
enhancing cooperation between Jordanian and American nniverrf- 



Ghszio. Always attracted by 
ancient civilisations, the writer 
found the Nabatean “very im- 
pressive, a people who suc- 
ceeded to make the Roman 
and their own civilisations 
meet.” What seems to have 
particularly drawn his atten- 
tion is that the Nabateans had 
a civilisation that “did not rep- 
resent human beings, human 
faces." They, he says, have 
cared to represent “foe essen- 
tials,” like temples and monu- 
- meats, which is “an expression- 
of purity of thought." 

If Mr. Qezio found these 
representations, to be 4hor-. 
ough, he also said they were a 
well-balanced “eqniiibrimn be- 
tween the Oriental and foe 
Occidental, as civilisations and 
as philosophy." 

Talking with awed respect 
and admiration about the 
places seen, the write said 
about his visit to the Neolithic 
settlement of Beidha: “It is a 
very ancient place where be- 
douins still Hve. I felt I was 
walking on time. I felt time 
past and present, life gone by 
and life still going on. It makes 
me feel sad and happy, but this 
is life." 

Wadi Mujib, Mr. Qezio saw 
on his way back, was “more or 
less what I thought it to be: 
Huge, hostile, giving a feeling 
of contact with the past, with 
Biblical times.” 

Sure he will come back to 
Jordan where people are “very 
friendly and hospitable" and 
where “nature is incredible," 
Mr. Qezio reminisces again 
about Petra, the subject of his 
next short story: “I dreamt to 
come to Petra and Petra is Eke 
a dream; when you enter the 
Siq, it is as if yon enter a 
dream. Walking on, you slowly 
realise that the uncommon 
scenery you see is actually real 
The dream fades away as you 
can see each mark of the ham- 
mer on stone, and hear the 
sound of people working 
there." 

The writer, who spent three 
days in the ancient city, has left 
for France with a dream come 
true. His essay, part of a col- 
lective effort, will certainly 
make Petra a dream place for 
many other people. We only 
hope their dreams win come 
true too. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor watches paintings of Malaysian artists 

Painting exhibition 
brings Malaysian 

art to Jordan 

By Nelly Lama 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor A1 Hussein inaugurated 
Thursday a painting exhibition of 
five major Malaysian artists at the 
National Gallery of Fine Arts in 
Jabal Luweibdeh. The name of 
foe exhibition “Risalah Dari 
Malaysia**. implies a .message of 
friendship sent to us from the) 
exotic laud o£ Malaysia and its 
people: It is port of foe- cultural t 
exchange- progrannne^pro posed 1 
by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Wijdan Afi, President of foe 
Royal Society of Fine Aits in 
Jordan. 

ShariCah Fathnah Syed Zubir, 

organiser of the exhibitison is also 
one of the five exhibiting artists. 
Her works are non-objective ab- 
stractions, with vibrant colour in- 
tensities that make a definite if 
not loud statement. 

Abstract forms move in space, 
at times in dependant, intert- 
wined, overlapping or battling 
together. Opaque and translucent 
surfaces leave room for the lower 
areas to show through. The pro- 
ximity of her intense colours- 
makes them come forward and 
- back without creating great 
depths. 

Her forms and colours create 
loud rhythms and great harmo- 
nies. 

Young, philosophical and crea- 
tive, Ismail Abdul Latiff takes 


magical realms. He looks into the 
new culture of his country while 
digging for roots in foe pat. He 
merges old and new. He depicts 
the continuous movement of life 
and the resulting energy. 

Intense colour areas, textured 
by sprinkling, stippling, pointil- 
ism, as well as a fidgety interplay 
of tiny twisting brushstrokes are 
overshadowed by tumultuous 
outbursts on the surface. A layer 
of repetitive and determined 
brushstrokes forms a transparent 
curve like a wateijeL It sways 
speedily along the canvas creating 
dramatic motion. Dramatic, but- 
not violent, because of foe fragil- 
ity of the brushstrokes, the subtle 
variety of their shades and the 
rhythmic finesse of their lit edges. 

The recurring moon-like circle 
in his works is ‘the symbol of 
affection, the perfection of'life, , 
the ultimate." 

Strong light thrusts forward 
from the depths of darkness, a 
cosmic force, a journey to the 
beyond. 

For the senior art educator and 
administrator Ahmad KhnKrf 
Data 5 Yusof, documents are in- 
trinsic in depicting the human 
image, calligraphy is too. 

“Diplomas, marriage certifi- 
cates, all kinds of documents are 
sought by people, but when they 
obtain them, they forget them 
and stack them away. As a rank 
their edges fray and they rot 1 
bring them back to life through 
aesthetic ways and I express my 
own experiences through them,” 
explains the aritst who places the 
frayed document in space, with 
over it, smooth sweeping calligra- 
phy. 

“I don’t use words as in prayer, 

I concentrate on the organic flow 
of the alphabet. I throw them into 
space. They retain their beauty, 


Committee and engineers meet 
today to finalise programme for 

Dome of the Rock restoration 


their warm and cool hues, their 
overlapping and the effects of the 
Batique technique that 1 use. My 
letter travel in space over foe 
document," he says. 

When his wife died, he stopped 
to paint for a couple of years but 
tltten -realised that “art was still 
with me." His vivid colours 
changed into" soft pastels. Now he 
creates irridescent surfaces made 
with' very subtle 'colour progres- 
sions, or misty surfaces with rare 
hints of depth. 

His paintings show the cyde of 
nature. A tree grows, the leaves 
dry and fall with time. The rough 
texture be gives to some floating 
pieces represents old age. 

Khalil Ibrahim started his 
career as a figurative artist who 
loved landscapes and portraits. 
He now renders the human figure 
on a flat surface. As foe figure 
picks up motion, it gets more 
abstracted, its solidity dissipates 
into dissodated forms like the 
work fo the Futurists who de- 
picted speed. 

Khalil, a well-known Batik 
artist is empassioned by the infi- 
nite variety of Batique techni- 
ques. But he finds the Batik 
colours fade. 

“I was working more on Batik 
in the past but now I prefer oil 
painting as it can express line and 
colour more dearly," he says. IBs 
exotic colours remind us of his 


uwvikgivuuu. 

Revolted by war and its atroci- 
ties, Nirmala Shanmnghaling- 
am shocks her audience by re- 
producing the bonus of war at 
their most atrocious. In her 
works, newspaper clippings 
merge with the aching figures of 
crying babies, a mother holding 
her wounded child , a pieta in her 
own right 1 The pathos in these 
works is tremendous! 

Her work of the mid ’80s repre- 
sents a theme familiar to us all, 
foe war in Lebanon. The “Beirut 
Series" include 12 paintings ren- 
dered in Acrylic with a photo- 
graphic silkscreen technique. 

The roughness of rendering, 
the use of monochrome and foe 
repetition of images create a feel- 
ing of eminent death. These 
pieces are touching and enigma- 
tic. A person finds it hard to 
move away from them. 

“Do not log carelessly lest mis- 
forture befall yon IX" belongs to 
a series that deal with pollution 
and foe environment using local 
patterns of woven straw, a 
threefold repetition of an ethnic 
face with a deep reproachful look 
and folliage repeated in green 
(life) and black and white 
(death). 

Masterly expression, ethnicity, 
personal experience, cosmic man- 
ipulation and the creation of. 
movement in space are all ele- 
ments that this exhibition contri- 
butes to us. 

Mr, Suheil Bisharat, curator of 
foe National Gallery, reminds us 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor’s 
statement about foe necessity of 
imbibing culture to our children 
and to our people. This exhibi- 
tion is a great opportunity for 
both. 

The exhibition will go on until 
the 7fo of June. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment committee charged with 
carrying out restoration work on 
the Dome of the Rock in Jeru- 
salem has taken the necessary 
steps to embark on the imple- 
mentation of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s directives concerning 
the project for which a JD 10 
million has been allocated, 
according to Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Minister Izzeddine Al 
Khatib. 

The minister said on Jordan 
Television that the committee 
members who reside in Jerusalem 
along with the engineers 
appointed to implement foe pro- 
ject have been recalled to Am- 
man to bold a meeting here 
Saturday at the Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs in order to 
finalise foe programme of work. 


MAP 
walk 
attracts 
record 
turnout in 
third year 

By Maha Addasi 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Friday gave 
the starting signal heralding the 
beginning of foe third annual 
walk organised by foe Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP) to 
raise funds for medical projects 
and programmes in Palestine, 
Lebanon, and Jordan. 

Although the weather was un- 
usually windy and rainy, foe 6- 
kilometre walk which started at 
Gate Four of the Hnssein Youth 
City and ended at the Jubeiha 
Entertainment Qty was attended 
by over 6,000 participants. 

Almost the marchers were Her 
Royal Highness Princess S&rvath 
Al Hassan, His Royal Highness 
Princess Raad Ben Zeid, Abdul 
Majid Shoman, chairman of 
MAP’s board of trustees, other 
Jordanian officials and members 
of the diplomatic corps in Am- 
man. 

The walk was marked at each 
kilometre by tables at which wa- 

USAID 

grants 

GUVS 

$200,000 to 

finance 

small-scale 

projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) is granting 
foe General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) a sum of 
$200,000 to finance small-scale 
income generating projects by 
voluntary societies so as to create 
new jobs, according to an agree- 
ment signed in Amman Thurs- 
day. 

Part of the grant was allocated 
to the College of Occupational 
Therapy, according to foe agree- | 
merit signed by GUVS Executive 
President Abdullah Al Khatib. 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Ro- 
ger Harrison and USAID direc- 
tor in Jordan in foe presence of 
Social Development Minister 
Amin Mashaqbeh. 

This is complementary to a 
previously signed agreement in 
1987 as part of foe USAID prog- 
ramme of grants to Jordan. 

The first grant of U.S. $300,000 
were used in financing 72 prog- 
rammes of voluntary societies in 
Jordan included: 

— Upgrading existing services 
such as nurseries, kindergartens, 
children parks, and programmes 
for the handicapped. 

— Establishing and upgrading 
women rehabilitation program- 
mes. 

— Small scale income generat- 
ing projests such as domestic 
cattle breeding, sewing and 
embroidery, tricot, hair dressing, 
traditional handicrafts. 

— $117,000 technical assist- 
ance to the College of Occupa- 
tional Therapy. 


According to the minister, the 
committee had earlier completed 
studying the bids offered by va- 
rious international companies to 
carry out the restoration project 
which entails installing an early 
alarm system against fire and 
work on foe Dome itself. 

The committee has already 
worked out a full executive prog- 
ramme for foe restoration work 
and is about to take practical 
steps to begin the work, he said. 

On Tuesday, the government 
announced Jordan’s total com- 
mitment to cover the cost of 
restoration going on at the Dome 
of foe Rods, noting that foe 
committee's commitment was in 
line with the Kingdom's policy to 
support foe Palestinian people 
and to safeguard holy shrines. 


Minister Khatib said that Jor- 
dan has been committed over the 
past years to care for the Al Aqsa 
Mosque and foe Dome of foe 
Rock, providing for their restora- 
tion and repair. 

The Al Aqsa Mosque was 
burnt by a Zionist arsonist in 1969 
and foe Jordanian government 
carried out the restoration work 
through the Jerusalem-based 
committee. 

The minister noted that in the 
1980s foe holy shrines sustained a 
great damage, partly from natural 
causes affecting their structure, 
which called for measures to be 
taken for restoration. 

The committee, formed in the 
1950s, is continuing its work and 
efforts to provide protection to 
the holy shrines, the minister 


added. 

He said that the restoration of 
the holy places was considered by 
Jordan as a national and religious 
duty and the Jordanian govern- 
ment was determined to finance 
foe work regardless of foe cost. 

The committee's chairman, 
Raef Nijem, said last week that 
an Italian company had won a 
contract to carry out the restora- 
tion work on the Dome the 
Rock but later the committee had 
to offer the work to a consortium 
of international firms after the 
Italian company announced its 
inability to implement the pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Nijem said that Jordan 
welcomes any Islamic organisa- 
tions’ contributions to help carry 
out the project. 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan Gres a shot signalling the start of the MAP walk 


ter and candy were given to parti- 
cipants, and as a marker indicat- 
ing foe number of kilometres 
covered. The tables were super- 
vised by volunteer members of 
each of 16 companies and banks. 

Nadia Al AJami, secretary of 
MAP’s board of trustees and 
organiser of the sponsored walk, 
said that the walk was expected to 
raise funds exceeding JD 284.000, 
a number more than what was 
raised last year, although exact 
numbers were not readily avail- 
able-after the walk. 
v-’Reem Najjar, a volunteer- at 
MAP who helped organise the 
walk said that accurate numbers 
for fends raised wifl not be known 
immediately, especially that 
many participants who partici- 
pated with sponsor sheets must 
receive the money from their 
sponsors depending on foe num- 
ber of kilometres they walked. 

According to Ms. Al Alami, all 
the money raised by MAP goes 
entirely to medical programmes 
and the .establishment of new 
medical projects in Jordan, Pales- 


tine and Lebanon. 

“In Jordan, MAP established 
foe Hittin refugee camp health 
centre which houses general prac- 
tice, dental, pediatric, and obstet- 
ric chuks as well as a laboratory. 
These clinics see up to 1,000 
patients monthly,” Ms. Al Alami 
said, adding that the official 
opening of foe clinic took place 
limisday, when it was opened by 
Mr. Shoman in the presence of 
the Canadian Ambassador and an 
official from the British Embassy, 
members of MAP’s board of trus- 
tees and Hi trim Camp officials. 

Ms. Al Alami said that three 
more health centres were being 
planned for the Baqaa, Jerash, 
and Soof refugee camps. 

Outside Jordan, MAP works in 
cooperation with medical orga- 
nisations and helps by training 
medical staff and purchasing 
equipment for medical staff and 
purchasing equipment for medic- 
al centres which they help fund. 
Ms. Al Alami said, adding that 
MAP Jordan was established be- 
cause of its geographical proxim- 


ity to the places in which medical 
projects are most needed. 

“Since MAP. which was estab- 
lished in 1990, was not registered 
as a society in the West Bank 
area.” Ms. Al Alami said. “This 
is why we work in cooperation 
with other establishments." She 
added that MAP has helped fend 
50 projects. 

According to Ms. Ai Alami 
MAP is a purely medical society 
with’ no political affiliations but 
because of political aspects it is 
presently under financial press- 
ure. 1 ’" 

“After foe Gulf war, MAP lost 
many of its donors thus putting 
more pressure on MAP Jordan as 
the projects it usually funds must 
continue to be financed." Ms. Al 
Alami said. 

The MAP lottery tickets for the 
grand prize of a Mercedes 190 
among other prizes were drawn 
Wednesday. His Royal Highness 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid banded 
the prize car to the winner Bisher 
Jardaneh at the end of the walk 
Friday. 


‘Remember to strictly 
adhere to traffic rules’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
observing world and Arab traffic 
week which started Thursday 
with processions in the streets 
and speeches at foe Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC) where veteran 
traffic policemen and media men 
were honoured for their en- 
deavours in the national effort to 
reduce the number of road acci- 
dents m Jordan. 

Addressing an audience 
gathered at the RCC for foe 
occasion. Interior Minister Jaw- 
dat Al Sboul said die occasion 
was a reminder to all citizens to 
safeguard human life by strictly 
adhering to traffic rules. 

“There is a national duty for 
every Jordanian citizen to contri- 
bute in whatever possible way 
towards ending foe carnage on 
the roads which has been increas- 
ing in the past few years,” the 
minister pointed out. 

Mr. Sboul voiced foe govern- 
ment’s appreciation of all 
citizens, men of the media, traffic 


police and others who exerted 
strenuous efforts towards reduc- 
ing the road accidents in the 
country. 

Speakers at foe ceremony in- 
cluded Brigadier Awni Mismar, 
from the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD), who highlighted foe 
need to spread awareness among 
members of the public to respect 
traffic rules and regulations in 
order to safeguard human life and 
protect the national economy. 

Last month, Brigadier Mismar 
announced that 379 people were 
killed and 10,126 others injured 
in nearly 19,000 road accidents 
involving more than 31,000 vehi- 
cles during 1991. 

According to Brigadier Mis- 
mar, surveys revealed that SO per 
cent of the accidents occurred in 


the Amman region. 

Brigadier Mismar told the au- 
dience at rhe RCC that the socie- 
ty has a commitment to deter 
those rash and reckless drivers 
who cause losses of life and harm 
the national economy. 

The minister distributed 
awards to foe veteran traffic 
policemen and media men who 
played an active role in dealing 
with road accidents. 

Following the celebration at 
the RCC there was a procession 
of vehicles through the streets of 
foe capital carrying posters call- 
ing on the public to abide by 
traffic regulations and help re- 
duce road accidents. 

Other Jordanian towns will be 
holding similar celebrations dur- 
ing this week. 
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The British Bankofthe Middle East 
Vacancy for Infernal Auditors 


1 ) Experience not less than 5 years in internal banking audit. 

2) Candidates should be proficient in english and possess a 
good university degree. 


If interested please send C.V. to: 

The British Bank of the Middle East. 

.P.O.Box 925286 Amman. For the attention of Personnel Officer. 
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Crime must be solved 

IT APPEARS that the country is witnessing a steady rise in 
crime, commensurate with unemployment and poverty. It 
also seems that the appropriate authorities are looking at 
tins new ominous phenomenon as if there is little that can be 
done to combat it as long as the economic situation in the 
Kingdom remains difficult. 

Last week a new type of crime hit Amman when a 
multiple murder was committed against an expatriate 
family. For some odd reason unrelated to the process of 
investigation little information has been disclosed by the 
attorney general’s office. Some cynics have even offered the 
ex plana tion that the police has still no due as to the identity 
of the murderer or murderers, something that suggests that 
the quality of Jordanian crime investigation is not capable of 
dealing with modern crimes. On the other hand, other 
sources privy to the investigation conducted thus Ear have 
insinuated that the heinous crime has all the makings of a 
politically motivated crime and is connected with the Golf 
war and the situation of Kuwait during its brief occupation 
by Iraqi troops. If this last interpretation of the events and 
circumstances surrounding them turn oat to be true then 
Jordanian authorities are called upon to fight this new 
phenomenon, which is alien to our country, with all the 
determination and forcefulness we can muster. The last 
thing that Jordan needs is to become a theatre for politically 
motivated crimes similar to the ones occurring now daily in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip against people who may or 
may not be cooperating with the Israeli occupying forces. 

This is a law and order country with sufficient legal 
mechanisms to deal with the enemies of the state and is not 
about to tolerate any extra judicial executions no 
what reasons or people lie behind them. Jordan never had 
kangaroo- type trials and is not about to have them now 
under one pretext or another. Too many innocent people 
have been needlessly,, murdered under the banner of 
nationalist causes and in the process causing pain, grief and 
an an gnish to their families as weO as to their people. 
Accordingly the govemmnet is urged to strike with an 
iron-fist against the perpetrator or perpetrators of last 
week’s crime in order to nip in the bad any new wave of 
crimes which our society will not tolerate. The attorney 
general is also called upon to release information about the 
success of the investigation, if any, especially the kind that is 
not prejudicial to the conduct of toe case. The public is 
enraj^d, and rightly so, over toe case and is entitled to know 
about it more than is currently being said. And whereas the 
establishment of a special inquiry team to deal with the 
situation may give the impression that the government is 
truly concerned, that in itself falls short Of what the public 
wants. If nothing concrete emerges from the existing 
investigation, the culprits may conclude that Jordan has 
become a safe haven for the perpetration of the perfect 
crime. We have enough socio-economic problems as it is and 
the last tiling that the country needs is that kind of image 
and situation for oursleves. 


Jordan is an indispensable partner in the 
search for peace in the Mideast — NAAA 

‘There should be a fair and equitable allocation of 
assistance to all aid recipients in the Middle East’ 


At the beginning of May , the National Association of Arab 
Americans (NAAA) presented a testimony on the U.S. adminis- 
tration's foreign aid request for the Fiscal Year 1993. The 
statement, presented by NAAA Executive Director Khalil 
Jahshan, before the House Appropriations Foreign Operations 
Subcommittee, called on the U.S. Congress to approve the 
administration’s request for S77 million in foreign assistance to 
Following is the hist of two parts containing major excerpts from the 
NAAA statement: 


Relations with the 
Arab World 

During the past year, the Un- 
ited States and its Arab allies 
have continued to build upon the 
close relationships that were 
forged and strengthened during 
the Gulf war. The leading role 
that the United States played last 
year in response to Iraq's occupa- 
tion of Kuwait increased the pre- 
stige and the responsibilities of 
the United States in substantial 
portions of the Middle East. Sad- 
ly, however, continuing disputes 
between the international com- 
munity and the government of 
Iraq over the destruction of Iraqi 
weaponry in the postwar era have 
diverted attention from the de- 
sperate need for humanitarian 
assistance for the Iraqi people, 
the primary victim of this conflict. 

As the Gulf war has vividly 
demonstrated, regional stability 
and the security of the Arab allies 
of the United States are vital 
components of the U.S. national 
interest. The close cooperation 
between the United States and its 
Arab allies in the Gulf crisis 
reaffirmed the benefits that 
accrue from maintaining substan- 
tive economic and military rela- 
tions with America’s Arab friends 
in the Middle East. The outcome 
of the Gulf crisis was facilitated 
by the strong political coopera- 
tion and the economic and secur- 
ity assistance relationship that 
had been developed over the past 
several decades between the Un- 
ited States and various Arab 
countries. 

But the war in the Gulf had 
wider implications for stability in 
the region. It dearly and inescap- 
ably demonstrated that prot- 
racted conflicts in the Middle 
East, including the Arab-Israeti 
conflict and the crisis in Lebanon, 
must be addressed promptly and 


solved expeditiously if peace and 
stability in the region are to be 
achieved. 

In a real sense, prospects for 
peace in the Middle East are 
perhaps brighter now than at any 
time in recent memory. Last 
year, we stated that during the 
postwar period, L "the full atten- 
tion of the U.S. government must 
continue to be devoted towards 
establishing a viable and compre- 
hensive peace process that will 
equitably balance Israel's legiti- 
mate security needs with Palesti- 
nian national rights.” Fortunate- 
ly, the determined efforts of Pres- 
ident Bush and Secretary of State 
James Baker to initiate a fair and 
serious peace process have borne 
fruit. Although much remains to 
be achieved, historic talks be- 
tween Israelis on the one hand, 
and Palestinians, Lebanese, Sy- 
rians and Jordanians on the 
other, have been launched, and 
the current round of talks in 
Washington appear to offer a 
basis for optimism in spite of the 
lack of a major breakthrough. 

NAAA enthusiastically sup- 
ports the peace process and the 
administration's efforts to find a 
comprehensive and durable solu- 
tion to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
As Americans of Arab descent, 
our members yearn tor an era in 
which all peoples in the Middle 
East can live in a stable and 
peaceful environment. Successful 
negotiations between the parties 
will require a true measure of 1 
compromise, on all sides. ..Any 
formula that seeks to address one- 
side to the exclusion of the- other 
is doomed to toil. 

President Bush's firm and 
forthright stand on the question 
of Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories provided the im- 
petus necessary for the initiation 
and continuation of the peace 
process. The de facto linkage of 


U.S. loan guarantees and Israeli 
settlement activities made it im- 
possible for the Israeli govern- 
ment to continue policies that are 
in conflict with the U.S. national 
interest without requiring it to 
make hard choices and sacrifices. 
We believe that continued active 
involvement in the peace process 
by the United States is an indis- 
pensable ingredient for a success- 
ful outcome. 

Economic aid to Arab coun- 
tries, excluding Egypt, dropped 
from $325 million in Fiscal Year 
FY 1989 to the $153 million re- 
quested by the administration for 
1993. Adjusted for inflation, 
the value of the administration's 
request for Arab countries would 
be only $133 million in 1989 
dollars, assuming a 3 per cent 
inflation rate over the next year. 

Our specific recommendations 
concerning the Bush administra- 
tion's FY 1993 foreign aid re- 
quests for Jordan and the West 
bank and Gaza are given below. 

Aid to Jordan 

Jordan is an indispensable part- 
ner in the search for peace in the 
Middle East and the preservation 
of political and economic stability 
in Jordan is in the U.S. national 
interest. Jordan’s ability to func- 
tion as a central actor in this 
critical phase in the peace process 
depends in large part upon the 
willingness of the United States 
to help it in meeting its pressing 
economic problems, which were 
compounded by the Gulf crisis. 

Relations between Jordan and 
the United States were deeply 
strained during the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. Some of the 
positions taken by the Jordanian 
government during the crisis 
caused the U.S. government and 
the American people serious con- 
cern. Nevertheless'', moves in 
Congress to cut off-aid to Jordan 
have been' injudicious. However 
satisfying they may <be emotional- 
ly, such actions are certain to be 
counterproductive and de- 
trimental to the peace process, 
which the Jordanian government 
has supported. 

The Gulf crisis had disastrous 
economic and political repercus- 
sions in Jordan. It has been esti- 


mated that losses to Jordan's 
economy resulting from the Gulf 
crisis and its aftermath totaled 
more than one-half of its annual 
GNP. The Jordanian economy 
was seriously undermined as Jor- 
dan enforced U.N.-imposed eco- 
nomic sanctions on Iraq, Which 
had been a major trading partner 
before the war. Jordanian exports 
were seriously reduced, while oil 
costs increased drastically. The 
economy was further burdened 
when the Kingdom opened its 
borders to tens of thousands of 
refugees fleeing devastation in 
Kuwait and Iraq. At the same 
time, large numbers of Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians working in 
the Gulf were displaced during 
the crisis, increasing unemploy- 
ment in the Kingdom and drasti- 
cally reducing remittances from 
abroad. 

NAAA strongly supports the 
administration's request for a tot- 
al of $77 million in foreign assist- 
ance, including $30 million in 
economic support fund - (ESF) 
funds and $20 million in PL 480 
aid for Jordan for FY 1993- We 
believe that this amount is the 
minimum amount necessary for 
Jordan to rebuild and strengthen 
its economy and develop employ- 
ment opportunities for its rapidly 
growing population. Jordan 
needs U.S. assistance in order to 
cope with its $8 billion foreign 
debt and balance of payments 
difficulties that have been exacer- 
bated by the Gulf war. 

We also support the request for 
$27 million in Foreign Military 
Financing and EMET assistance 
that has been requested for Jor- 
dan in FY 1993. This assistance 
would permit Jordan to service 
U.S.-made equipment presently 
in its inventory and improve the 
operational readiness of its armed 
forces. We- urge this subcommit- 
tee to recognise that Jordan's 
Intimate- defense needs' must be 
met if stability is to be preserved 
in the Kingdom arid throughout 
the region. 

Aid to the West Bank 
and Gaza 

For FY 1993, die administra- 
tion is requesting approximately 


$25 million in ESF aid and $2.6 
million in PL 480 aid for occupied 
West bank and Gaza — about 
twice as much as it sought in the 
previous fiscal year. We applaud 
this recognition of the importance ' 
of increasing aid to the occupied 
territories, and consider it to be a 
wise investment for peace. At the 
same time, we believe this 
amount to be the minimum 
necessary to achieve the quality 
of aid that is needed and we urge 
this subcommittee to approve the 
Administration’s request in full. 

Although $27.6 million in aid 
to the occupied territories is justi- 
fied on its economic merits alone, 
U.S. assistance at tins level would 
provide an important political 
message to the Palestinian people 
as well. At a time when Palesti- 
nian representatives are conduct- 
ing sensitive and delicate peace 
negotiations with Israel, it is im- 
perative that the United States 
maintain an adequate level of 
support for Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. Given the 
severe economic disruptions that 
have taken place under Israeli 
occupation and the risks that the 
Palestinians are currently taking 
for peace, it is time for the U.S. 
government to make a genuine 
and concrete commitment to re- 
building the economy of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

In recent years, the economy in 
the occupied territories has suf- 
fered severe strains as a result of 
the influx of Soviet immigrants 
into Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories (who take jobs away from 
Palestinians), the overall reper- 
cussions from the intifada, the 
dislocation of thousands of 
Palestinians in the aftermath of 
the Gulf crisis, and the con- 
tinued, though less visible, Israeli 
suppression of resistance to its 
onerous military occupation. The 
desperate economic circumst- 
ances prevailing in the West Bank 
and Gaza fully justify a substan- 
tial increase in U.S. aid, particu- 
larly m light of the enormous 
sums being given to Israel annual- 

fy- 

Over the years, private econo- 
mic development mid the Palesti- 
nian educational system have 
been major casualties of the milit- 


ary occupation. Palestinians have 
been denied permission to (fig 
new irrigation wells, dfccowaged 
in their attempts to form coopera- 
tives, limited in their planting of 
trees and vegetables, constrained 
from selling their produce in 
Israel and elsewhere, and turned 
down — or made to wait inde- 
finitely — when applying for li- 
cences to start up a business 
project or construct a building. 
Palestinian education has been 
completely disrupted for several 
years, although Palestinian in- 
stitutions of higher education had 
been harassed over much of the 
nearly 25-year-old Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

The U.S. aid programme to the 
West Bank and Gaza has 
assumed even greater importance 
due to the staggering increases in 
unemployment that have taken 
place with the increase in -Soviet 
immigration and the displace- 
ment of Palestinians working in 
the Gulf. While the Israeli gov- 
ernment has increased the num- 
ber of Palestinians from the occu- 
pied territories who are allowed 
to work in Israel, mostly at me- 
nial jobs, the numbers of Palesti- 
nians employed there remains ab- 
out 20-40 per cent below the 
pre-Gulf war level. Because of 
the economic constraints placed 
on Palestinian economic activity 
in the territories by the Israeli 
military government, these wages 
exploitative as they may be. are 
necessary for the economic sur- 
vival of numerous Palestinian 
families. Poverty is still endemic 
in the occupied territories and the 
1.73 million Palestinians firing 
there are in great need of assist- 
ance. 

U.S. aid will continue to de- 
velop human resources, foster 
economic growth, expand em- 
ployment, and improve; health 
and welfare services, but only if 
aid levels are sufficient to enable 
rauefa programmes to endure. ESF 
money is proposed to fund pro- 
jects that will improve social ser- 
vices, enhance production in the 
agricultural and manufacturing 
sectors, stimulate income genera- 
tion, cultivate human resources, 
and promote conditions favour- 
able to private enterprise. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


U.S. domestic policies are root of 
downtrodden’s deep discontentment 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily commented on a recent statement by U.S. 
Secretary of State Janies Baker in which he emphasised his 
country's total commitment to ensure Israel’s security, noting that 
U.S. -Israeli relations were as firm as a rock. What is worth noting 
here is the fact that the U.S. secretary is singing an old tune while 
he realises, like other U.S. officials, that it is Israel's behaviour 
that is causing threat to the security of the whole region, including 
that of the Jewish state, said the paper. The U.S. secretary 
realises too well that Israel’s defiance of the world community and 
its determination to expand and swallow up more Arab land 
constitute the only threat to security and a stumbling block in the 
path of any peace in the region, the paper added. As to Mr. 
Baker's remark about the strong U.S.-Israeli ties, it should be 
noted that to reiterate this fact at a time when Israel is continuing 
to obstruct the peace efforts can only harm further the peace 
process and encourage Israel to pursue its obstinate stand, the 
paper pointed out. It said that the U.S. secretary realises more 
than any other person that Israel obstructs his own efforts in the 
peace process by stepping up the settlement programme in Arab 
lands and by escalating human rights violations and committing 
atrocities against the Palestinians. Therefore, the paper said, such 
a statement at this point in time can only prompt the Arabs to 
draw a big question mark over Washington's real intentions and 
its credibility. Security for Israel and the other states of the 
region, added the paper, can only come through respect of the 
international legitimacy and implementation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. Boasting of U.S.-Israeli ties at a time when 
Israel is known to be an aggressor and an occupier of other 
countries' lands, said the paper, does not give cause of optimism 
to the Arab people. 

AL DUSTOUR, for its part, commented on the downfall of the 
Lebanese government, resulting from social disturbances and 
domestic issues, noting that the resignation of the government 
coincided with the emergence of numerous social ills and the 
deteriorating economy. The paper said that the resignation 
reflects the deep crisis that is plaguing the Lebanese nation, after 
15 years of aril strife followed by insecure economy and a 
troubled social life. The resignation of Omar Karami does noi 
provide the remedy for the many ills facing the Lebanese people 
and can by no means put an end to the rioting that triggered the 
collapse of the government simply because the people are hungry 
and facing a situation impossible to bear, warned the paper. 
Following the civil war, the Lebanese looked to their relatives and 
their kinsmen abroad for financial and economic assistance to 
help the country regain its balance, but all these efforts were in 
vain, with the result that the economic ills mounted fomenting the 
disturbances, said the daily. The paper expressed hope that the 
resignation of Omar Karami would sound the alarm in the Arab 
World, drawing the Arab states’ attention to the danger and 
prompting them to extend a helping hand to their Lebanese 
brothers before it is too late. 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


Most editorials and columns in 
the daily press last week tack- 
led the disturbances in Los 
Angeles and other American 
cities, but they also gave prom- 
inence to the fifth round of 
Arab-Isaeli talks and domestic 
affairs. 

What happened in Los 
Angeles and the other cities of 
the United States was not a 
manifestation by the black 
community in support of a 
demand to have justice, since 
destroying public property and 
.committing arson does not 
help this cause, said Fakhri 

Kawar. 

The columnist, who writers 
for A1 Ra'i, said that what 
happened in the United States 
was a real rebellion on the part 
of the poor American people 
against the rich and a show of 
indignation and anger over the 
U.S. administration's social 
and economic policies. 

He said that 35 per cent of 
the blacks are unemployed and 
the majority live in very poor 
conditions. 

Tie United States is not only 
condemned by its official state- 
ments, but also by its govern- 
ment's behaviour vis-a-vis 
domestic and external affairs, 
said Hosni Ayesh, a columnist 
in AJ Ra'i Arabic daily. 

The writer said that neither 
the policemen who attacked 
the black driver nor the judge 
who absolved the policemen of 
their crime showed a- just spir- 
it, he asked how the U.S. 
judiciary could do justice to 
the two Libyans allegedly in- 
volved in the Locerkbie affair 
if Libya decided to hand them 
over to the American courts. 

The scene of White Amer- 
ican policemen beating the 
black driver reminded televi- 


sion viewers of Israeli troops 
beating and breaking the bones 
of young men in occupied 
Palestine, the writer said. 

The American injustices are 
not practices against the black 
people of America, but also 
against the Third World, and 
the best example is repre- 
sented in the blockade im- 
posed on Iraq and Libya, said 
the writer. 

A columnist in Sawt At 
Shaab commented on the dis- 
turbances in the U.S. cities by 
saying that U.S. bragging and 
slogans about democracy, hu- 
man rights and civilisation 
went up into thin air with the 
manifestation of injustice 
against the black population. 

Salameh Ekour said that the 
disturbances foretell a new cy- 
cle of violence awaiting the 
American society, specially if 
the current unemployment and 
poverty continue. 

For Munes A1 Razzaz the 
Los Angeles disturbances 
focus the light On racism in the 
U.S., as an imperialist country, 
setting an example to the other 
racist regimes around the 
world. 

The columnist, who writes in 
A1 Dustour, said that the 
Israeli and the American sys- 
tems are alike since each pre- 
cise racism against the blades, 
the American Indians and the 
Palestinians. 

The injustice in the United 
States has put an end to all 
claims that America is the land 
of democracy and freedom, he 
added. 

Columnist Tareq Masarweh 
said in A1 Ra’i that the U.S. 
administration raised the hue 
and cry when the Chinese 
military entered the squares of 
Peking to quell riots. He said 


the U.S. administration fol- 
lowed Peking’s example when 
it sent in the troop to quell the 
black people's revolt in Los 
Angeles and other dties of the 
United States. 

The black rebellion, he said, 
is against poverty, social injus- 
tices and unemployment that 
have been plaguing the Amer- 
ican society for so long. 

America is no more the land 
of opportunities since the be- 
haviour of the U.S. administra- 
tion and the white men have 
ended the so-called American 
dream, said George Haddad in 
A1 Dustour. 

The writer said that the U;S. 
administration does not value 
human rights or respect human 
dignity, but it gives priority to 
•capitalism, to military power 
and consecrates the rule of the 
jungle against its own people 
and those of other nations. 

Mohammad Kawash said in 
Sawt A 1 Shaab that America 
celebrated the 500th year of its 
discovery by a blood bath in 
the Gulf, continued the* 
celebration by maintaining 
embargoes on Iraq and Libya 
and now its white people mas- 
sacred the black people of 
America. 

The writer predicted that the 
United States would remain 
exposed to many disturbances 
as long as justice is lacking and 
its leadership behaves in an 
arrogant and aggressive man- 
ner. 

Mahmoud A1 Raimawi, in 
A1 Ra’i said that the French 
president was perhaps the only 
world leader to voice criticism 
of the U.S. administration for 
the social and economic poli- 
cies of the United States which 
were indirectly responsible for 


the black population’s rebel- 
lion. The writer said that the 
blacks had to manifest their 
indignation and vent the long 
endured repression through 
rampaging cities. 

Dwelling on the conclusion 
of the fifth Arab-Israeli round 
of peace negotiations in 
Washington, Ai Dustour col- 
umnist Hamadeh Farraneh 
said that the failure was ex- 
pected since Israel can offer 
nothing before the parliamen- 
tary elections in June. 

The writer said that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and his Likud Party were using 
the peace negotiations as a 
means to promote their stand- 
ing in the coming elections and 
have no notion of giving up 
land in exchange for peace. 

Sawt Ai Shaab daily said 
that the Israelis pursued their 
manoeuvres and delayed tack- 
ling substance' at the fifth 
round of negotiations and so 
they caused the meeting to 
collapse. As long as Israel re- 
fuses to recognise U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions or to 
comply with the will of the 
world community and the in- 
ternational legality, nothing 
can be expected from such 
negotiations, said the paper. 

The paper said that the sixth 
session, scheduled in Rome, 
should be postponed until the 
elections in Israel are over. 

While Washington has called 
for the participation of all par- 
ties in the coming multilateral 
negotiations, the Israeli gov- 
ernment has been insisting on 
excluding the Palestinians in 
the diaspora from such talks, 
said AI Dustour daily. 

Not only (fid Mr. Shamir 
make this dear to his audience 


while celebrating the creation 
of the state of Israel, be also 
announced that the Jewish 
state will not give up one inch 
of the occupied Arab lands in 
any peace treaty with the 
Arabs, said the paper. 

Mr. Shamir has thus openly 
challenged the - international 
community and defied the 
Security Council while the co- 
sponsors of the peace negotia- 
tions are doing nothing to bri- 
dle the Israeli dreams and de- 
fiance. 

As tong as many Arab 
spokesmen have reiterated 
that the talks with Israel were a 
mere waste of time, why 
should the Arab governments 
pursue these talks? asked 
Abdul Rahim Omar in AI Ra’i 
daily. 

The writer said that there is 
nothing positive in the out- 
come of the talks which have 
been wasted in four rounds of 
meetings and there is no justi- 
fication for any Arab to attach 
false hopes on their outcome. 

A columnist in AI Dustour 
said that the dastard crime 
co mm itted in Jabal Hussein 
two weeks ago shocked the 
Jordanian society and trig- 
gered various rumours about 
many other crimes and atroci- 
ties committed by criminals 
and outlaws. 

Issa Shueibi said that no 
one can blame the people for 
their showing disgust or fear of 
what has happened, and the 
government should not satisfy 
itself by saying that Jordan has 
no organised crime. 

He said that frill information 
about the crime must be 
announced so tbat the tension 
can be defused and the public 
realise all the 'facts and take 


lessons from them. 

A columnist in Sawt AI 
Shaab said all Jordanians have 
a national duty to boycott the 
American goods because of 
U.S. policies directed against 
the Arab Nation. 

Ahmad Dhiban said that the 
American government is main- 
taining an embargo on Iraq 
after its aggression on its peo- 
ple, it is clamping a blockade 
on Libya and is supporting the 
Zionist enemy in Palestine. 
Therefore, he said, there is 
only one way of dealing with 
the Americans and that is 
through boycotting their pro- 
ducts. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i daily 
criticised the behaviour of the 


members and said that such 
behaviour is canting a split 
among the Journalists. 

Badr Abdul Haq said that 
the present president of the 
association was keeping slent 
?nd neutral in the face of the 
inner disputes over procedures 
and over the questions- of im- 
portance of the association that 
led to the resignation of many 
of its board members. 

A colmnist in AI Ral daily 
commented on the first nation- 
ai conference for children last 
by saying that Bttie Is 
® Be ® Jordan to amort the 
cWMren’s rights, 

A hma d Ai MUleh said that 
titC Capital, Amman , frag pTO- 
jtied jj ttie for the children's 
recreation, the country ha* no 
special council to deal with 

child-related issues 'and the 

concerned authorities have not 
Provided sufficient attention to 
well-being of children in 
Jordan. 
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Jordan stands tall as model for windy , sunny countries 
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JURF ALDARAWEESH, Jor- 
dan (R) — ’Harnessing the power- 
ful desert son and wind has. 
brought this Jordanian village out 
of the dark. 

Sheikh All Okkar, standing by 
the solar panels and windmills 
which power the bedouin settle- 
ment’s homes, school and mos- 
que, said the lights stayed on 
while conventional power else- 
where in southern Jordan failed 
during last winter’s freak storms. 

“During the snowstorms none 
of the villages had electricity ex- 
cept us," said Sheikh Okkar, 
resplendent in gold-braided 
robes. 

' Experts' say Jordan’s wind and 
solar power projects could be a 
model for other developing coun- 


tries short on oil but with an 
abundance of wind and sun. 

“There is a real opportunity 
now' because of worldwide con- 
cern over the environment — the 
prospects for renewable energy 
are quite good,” said Anthony 
Bromley, head of new technolo- 
gies at the U.N. International 
Development Organisation. 

. Mr. Bromley ami other experts 
who met in Jordan recently to 
discuss eommerciafisiqg solar and 
wind power say renewable energy 
needs state incentives and in- 
formation campaigns to help ex- 
pand the market and bring down 
costs. 

"Renewable energy is still re- 
garded very much as a hobby,” 
His Royal Highness Crown 


Prince Hassan told Reuters, 
saying energy alternatives Ad not 
seem to be on the agenda of 
world leaders. 

“In our instance for example 
we have no alternative but to 
look very seriously at wind and 
solar energy," he said of the 
Kingdom, which imports about 
5,000 barrels of oil per day, partly 
to generate electricity. 

Scientists- who promote solar 
and wind power as a cleaner and 
safer alternative to oil nudear 
energy say the technology has 
developed sufficiently for the 
main priority to be encouraging 
private investment for wide-scale 
production. 

“In most developing countries 
traditional energy sources are 


highly subsidised and it’s unfair 
competition," said Professor 
Werner Gocht of Germany’s 
Aachen University of Technolo- 
•gy. 

Jordan’s Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty introduced solar-powered wa- 
ter heaters in the 1980s. Jorda- 
nian companies manufacture un- 
its that are now used in about 20 
per cent of homes. 

Although the initial cost of up 
to $500 per unit limits the market, 
over several years they are cheap- 
er than electricity or oil, said the 
society's Malek Kabariti. 

Jordan’s Dead Sea potash re- 
finery is one of the world’s big- 
t solar-powered projects, us- 
; several kilometres of shallow 


ponds to focus radiation and 
evaporate the mineral-rich water. 

At Jurf A1 Daraweesh, adv- 
anced German-made windmills 
and photovoltaic cell panels turn 
sun and wind into energy which 
can be stormed for use on over- 
cast and calm days. Diesel power 
is needed for about an hour every 
day as a backup. 

Haifa A1 Taher, 19, has a 
washing machine, refrigerator, 
television and electric lights po- 
wered at a cost of al»ut 216 
dinars (about $4) per month. 

A water pumping station with a 
Jordanian- built mechanical wind- 
mill draws 100 cubic metres of 
water per day from deep wells for 
nearby bedouin and their sheep, 
goats and camels. Unlike its 


diesel-powered predecessor, it 
rarely breaks down and requires 
little maintenance. 

“Jordan not only has long ex- 
perience in the field but they have 
developed and adapted their owu 
technology.” Mr. Gocht said. 

Officials at the Royal Scientific 
society would Like to see the 10 
"per cent of remote villages which 
are without electricity supplied by 
wind and solar power. 

The society plans to establish a 
renewable energy training centre 
and is working with countries 
including Yemen to transfer the 
technology. 

‘Tra not saying that we’re 
going to solve all of our energy 
problems with solar power but it 
is a solution," said Mr. Kabariti. 


U.S.: No t alks on ‘right of return 9 

(Continued from page 1) 


dents at sea and dangerous military 
■ activities agreements. 

Ms. TutwOer said the refugee talks 


was ‘designed to examine the scope of 
the problem of refugee and displaced 
persons, and discuss data needs and 
the practical ideas.” 
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“We're not yet ready to make 
public the list of participants," she 
said. 


Jordan to submit working papers 

; (Continued from page 1) ings. and other issues would be do- 

", the decision not to go to Ottawa and 
_ Brussels because Palestinians from 
;* outside of the occupied West Bank 
- and from Arab East Jerusalem had 
been invited. 

Until now, only Palestinians living 
in the occupied territories have 
attended die main peace talks. This 
.. meets Israel’s demand of avoiding 
_ negotiations with the PLO. 

Israel also argues that Arab East 
"■ Jerusalem is not negotiable. 

The U.S. and Russian-sponsored 
' multilateral negotiations are open to 
■- countries outside of the Middle East 
who wish to participate in the peace 




„ So far, the Palestinians have not 

• named their delegation, but Puiesti- 

• mo spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
said last month chat the United States 

:r and Russia support diaspora parti- 

■ ■ rip&tion in the two sessions. 

!- UJS. State Department spokes- 
r woman Margaret Tbtwi/er was unable 
to confirm Thursday the reports (hat 
h Israel will boycott the economic de- 
velopment talks in Brussels and the 
refugee discussions in Ottawa. 

_ “We have bad any number of 
.. discussions since January at any mim- 
' her of different levels, both here and 
i in Israel, concerning this subject,” 

• the spokeswoman told reporte r s. ,“So 

•’ we are well aware- of the fttaeli 
T » view.” - • ; ' - - 

•*1 1 ■ “It may be a fine nnance,” she said. 
1/3 can. only tell you that we tfaenot 
. have an official Israeli response.” She 

■ said the Israeli opposition to the 
participation of diaspora Palestinians 
“comes as no surprise to us.” 

Asked if the United States is con- 
cerned the peace process might col- 
lapse if Israel boycotts the two work- 
ing group sessions, Ms. Tutwtier re- 
plied: “Heavens, no. As you will 
recall, in Moscow the Palestinians did 
" not attend. The peace process did not 
collapse. As you will recall, the Sy- 
rians and tbfc Lebanese did not 
attend. The peace process did not 
ooQapse. So no, that is not our view.” 

Ambassador Dennis Ross, the 
State Department’s (Erector of policy 

■ planning, and Richard Clarke, assis- 
tant secretary of state for politico- 
military affairs, will co-chair the 
working group dealing with Middle 
East arms control. 

“These first meetings will be 
seminar-type meetings,” Ms. TotwQ- 
er explained. “We expect a general 
exchange of ideas and sharing of 
experience at this initial session” on 
regional arms control issues, she said. 
“We do not expect this working 
group to be a formal negotiation, nor 
will parties table formal position pap- 
ers at this session. 

"The purpose of this initial working 
group session wOl be to organise the 
working group on arms control.” the 
spokeswoman said, adding that topics 
such as the agenda, follow-on meet- 


PCC 

(Contin ued from page 1) 

settlement in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

This wing includes the Popular 
Prone for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) of George H abash, 
the Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) of 
Nayef Hawatmeh and a number of 
independents. The demands of the 
PFLP and DFLP gained support 
from unexpected quarters last 
week when Fateh Central Commit- 
tee member Hani Hassan, tradi- 
tionally a right-wing politician, 
publicly criticised the leadership. 

In a lengthy three-part article in 
the London-based A1 Hayat Ara- 
bic daily, Mr. Hassan also called 
for the suspension of Palestinian 
participation in peace talks unless 
the PLO secures better terms. 
Although be seemed to agree noth 
.-■the leftist opposition on many 
points, including his unexpected 
demand for wider representation 
for the other Palestinian groups, 
Mr. Hassan will certainly hot - find 
much support at the PCC for his 
call for a closer PLO alliance with 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 

But for tactical reasons, it will 
not be a surprise if Mr., Hassan 
joined hands with the leftists at the 
PCC to pressure Mr. Arafat to 
reconsider his negotiating tactics. 
OtheT members of the Fateh Cen- 
tral Committee, are also expected 
to at least voice the same demands 
for suspension of talks. 

— The second wing will seek a 
green light for the leaders to con- 
tinue steering the negotiations 
without' strings that will built room 
for maneouvring. The bes^known 
symbols of this trend are Fateh 
Central Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas, (Abu Mazen) 
and Dr. Nabil Shaath, who effec- 
tively steers the negotiating team 
during the talks. 

— The thud wing supports the 
continuation of Palestinian parti- 
cipation but advocates an agree- 
ment on a firm negotiating 
strategy. 

This trend is best represented by 
the Palestinian People’s Party - 
(PPP), formerly the Communist 
Party, which refuses any tactic that 
does not include a hah to Israeli 
settlements. 

The PPP had suspended its parti- 
cipation in the second week of the 
fourth round of talks when the 


Palestinian delegation derided to 
submit a Palestinian proposal for 
interim self-rule. The party's main 
objection then was that by submit- 
ting the proposal the delegation 
bad effectively dropped their de- 
mand for an immediate halt to 
Israeli settlements prior to negotia- 
tions oy er an interim period. 

The PPP decided to resume its 
participation few days before the 
fifth round when the leadership 
and the delegation agreed that the 
team would not agree to any 
arrangements before a halt to the 
settlements. 

The DFLP wing headed by PLO 
Executive Committee Yasser 
Abed Rabo is pan of the third 
wing in its declared demands. Bat 
it has always practically sided with 
Mr. Arafat against the opposition. 

The PPP is also unlikely to lend 
support for the opposition 
although It will insist that there 
should be dearly defined and 
agreed upon red lines that the 
delegation should not crass. 

Mr. Arafat as usual stands in the 
middle, but be will not allow his 
power to be challenged by any of 
these trends. 

A heated debate over the peace 
process, but particularly over the 
fourth and fifth rounds of the 
bthuerab and the coming multi- 
lateral talks, is expected in Tunis. 

The opposition believes that the 
course of the talks have proved 
suspicions that the Palestinians 
were continuously forced to heed 
to Israeli and American terra, 
especially that negotiations over 
the interim period have more or 
less started without any sign of a 
halt to the Settlements. 

Mr. Arafat, supported by re- 
ports from the delegates, will try to 
convince the PCC members that 
the delegation was still bolding out 
even though there was no progress. 

, Many in the opposition and 
among independent PCC members 
were particularly perturbed by 
Israeli statements during the fifth 
round that the Palestinians were 
practically cfiacusring the Israeli 
plan for interim arrangements that 
they had rejected in the fourth 
round. 

The delegation’s account that 
was expected to be relayed to the 
PCC is different. It is true, the 
Palestinian delegates maintain, 
that they (fid start discussing speci- 
fic points with the Israelis that they 
have not really conceded to the 
Israeli plan. 

They explain that there was a 
dear tactical shift in the fifth round 
of the negotiations winch could 
give the impression that the de- 
legation has practically abandoned 
its stipulation for a halt to settle- 
ments as a prelude to the interim 
period. 

According to accounts of what 
actually took place at the fifth 
round of talks, the Palestinians jiH 
heed the American “advice” to 
bring up specific workable propos- 
als instead of insisting on condi- 
tions. 

But the proposals that the 
Palestinians raised were afl an in- 
direct albeit dear attempt to get 
the Israelis to reverse laws that 
have so far facilitated the exprop- 
riation of land and control of natu- 
ral resources. 


The Palestinians have asked the 
Israelis to annul laws that allow the 
expropriation of lands, block 
Palestinians from constructing 
houses and projects and that gave 
the Israeli water company control 
over the water resources. 

In short the Palestinian delega- 
tion has tried to achieve its main 
goals through specific proposals 
that will at least keep the door 
open for a transfer of authority 
from Israel to the Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat is expected to place 
the delegation’s efforts on the 
table, but he is unlikely to quell the 
opposition that might not doubt 
the dedication of the delegation, 
but fears that the talks are becom- 
ing a futile exercise while Israel is 
consolidating its control over the 
land. 

Internal power politics, which 
has been at full swing in the last 
month, are definitely a major fac- 
tor at the PCC. The practical im- 
plications of the ongoing power 
struggle are that final positions will 
be determined, to a large extent, 
by behind-the-scene negotiations 
about power-sharing inside and 
outside the occupied territories. 

A dear example of how the 
struggle can appear to contradict 


principled positions on the peace 
process was the surprising declara- 
tion by PFLP and DFLP (Hawat- 
meb) representatives in the West 
Bank last week in support of muni- 
cipal elections. 

If the report is accurate, the 
PFLP and DLFP seem to be count- 
ing on capitalising on growing 
opposition to the peace process in 
the occupied territories to win the 
elections and wrest power from the 
pro-peace talks leadership in 
Tunis. 

In case the PFLP and DFLP do 
entertain such ideas, they are un- 
likely to be able to do without a 
coalition with the Islamic move- 
ment, Hamas, which has also sup- 
ported the municipal elections. 

It is premature to judge the final 
positions of the two groups; most 
probably tire two were just using 
the declaration to pressure the 
PCX! in Tunis. 

Nevertheless, there is rising con- 
cern inside the Palestinian move- 
ment that the internal power strug- 
gle by ail rides, without exception, 
could effectively block a meaning- 
ful debate for the PLO to draw a 
strategy that can at least minimise 
the damage for the Palestinian 
people. 


JOB 

OPPORTUNITIES 


A consulting Jordanian com- 
pany that specialises in studies 
of industrial chemical projects 
requires qualified technologists 
with experience in conducting 
feasibility studies for industrial 
projects. 

Applicants should have a good 
M.Sc degree or equivalent in 
engineering, science or eco- 
nomy and have 1 0 years experi- 
ence in industry or consultancy. 
Appointments are full-time or 
part-time employment. 
Applications should be submit- 
ted to the general manager with- 
in a week from this advertisement 
_ at the following address: 
P.O. Box 927344 
Amman. 


German 

(Continued from page 1) 
Unions, who initially deman- 
ded 9.5 per cent, later recom- 
mended members to return to 
work from midnight (2200 GMT 
on Thursday). 


Rafsanjani 

(Continued from page 1 ) 
out not having the necessary 
stamps in my ID booklet,” he 
said. 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 


If you are happy and you 
know it, clap your hands! 


CLAPPING, by and large, should serve as means of drawing 
admiration for and interest In may beantiftd things in life. They 
could range from a remarkable painting to a good soap opera or a 
magnificent symphony. It also mirrors deep respect to disting- 
nished people who excel in certain fields of life. People also dap to 
celebrate an achievement. 

But it seems that dapping iu this part of the world turns tato an 
ever-lasting standing ovation to the ruling clique or just to the man 
at the helm. One would fed bewildered when watching otherwise 
respect f ul personalities and frail men indulge in a non-stop 
standing ovation to a cult figure. These rituals give the impresdon 
that nose on this planet can match the great characteristics of the 
leader in question. 

Watching on television a neighbouring station, one feds 
ashamed sting tire way people pay allegiance to the man In power. 
The non-stop dapping on any single occasion is so coaspkfous that 
it borders mi worshipping. 

We think it is about time people in this part of tire world pay 
more attention and admire real beauty and value rather than 
dedicating “one-track” allegiance to a mere mortal. 

We need to appreciate things according to their merit; to know 
abend fife and how to pay tribute to those who deserve it. Respect 
can be shown in different ways rather titan through non-stop 
dapping. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 
H.M. QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 
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INTER? CONTINENTAL 
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CULTURAL 

CENTER 
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9-171^1992 

* GAIA DINNER & FASHION SHOW SATURDAY 9 MAY 

COURREGES /IOUB EERAUD/GUY LAROCHE / 
KENZO / POPY MORENI / TEHEN / FRANCE PETROVTTCH / 
JEUNE EUROPE / PRONUPTIA / 

JU. 50.000 INqUBT® f \ 

• TEA PARTYaFASHKWSHiBfWSUNt^I) MAY 
; J.D 15.(XMiNaUS^)^t|^, 

* DAILY DINNER SUNDAY 16 MAY -'SaffilAl^ MAY 

THE FAMOUS JAZZ PIANIST, PHHJPP&g&S3|n 
J.D. 22.000+ 1096 S0KSTAX 



FOR RESERVATION PLEASE 
CALL 641361 EXT 8600 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Afft FREIGHT! 
FORWAROING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 



The ffrtU best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan. 

1st Grde. Jabaf Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Gins School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m.. 

6:30'Midnight 

Tet'mm 




if 

g CROWN 

I- INT’L iot. 
m Packing, shipping^ 
5 forwarding, storage, 
j clearing, door-to-door 
| service . 

— Air Sea and Land 



P£K INC flURANT 




Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

f* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 
carl 

lAbdoun Real! 


[Tel. *10605,810689, 

- 01C“ 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 
Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
30% 


Prom aalar*#- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Special CHmsc foods 
SkHed Cbriose Chefs 

|Qmb itX&X & 6M.11-JQ drtyj 


Wadi Saqra Road 
.n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

iToLStraa, Amman 

fate fated 

gk MweyixidB i/^y ^ 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


DO 


QDQ 


Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


DAUOTEL 

il^lilis 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN: 

TRAVEL -TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


Td. 637066/624202 

FAX 968-6-610198 
king Kussabi Street _ Amman 



UB BRIBE 111 iwl 5DSIEE5 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAIL. 

☆ Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 
4r Keys Service 

-dr Upholstry, curtains & carpets 


6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 621656, Fax 
828163 



AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 


Open daily 
12M-15M & 1830-2330 

Tel: 03-314415 


{International Cuisine] 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jibe! Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 615061 




Dine & Dance 
.Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELU DANCING 


Res:GG5121 
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No blood tests in Barcelona — IOC 


SEVILLE, Spain (Agencies) — > 
Blood testing will not be intro- 
duced at the Barcelona Olympics, 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) said Friday. 

The IOC Medical Commission 
is keen to adopt blood testing to 
detect the use of erythropoietin 
(EPO), a hormone drug believed 
to be used by athletes as a substi- 
tute for blood doping. 

Blood doping involves the re- 
moval of a quantity of blood 
which is restored to the body just 
before competition to enhance 
the circulation of oxygen to the 
muscles. It is known to have been 
used by athletes to improve per- 
formance. 

But IOC Vice President Kevan 
-Gosper told reporters that the 
executive board had decided that 
■the introduction of blood testing to 
detect the use of EPO would not 
be considered until after the Bar- 
celona games in July. 


“The same rules will apply to 
dope testing in Barcelona as were 
applied in Albertville (at the win- 
ter games in February)," Mr. 
Gosper said. 

The Medical Commission has 
not y ''mpleted a lengthy prog- 
ramme » experiments to verify 
the procedure to detect the use of 
EPO. 

Medical Commission Chair- 
man Prince Alexandre De 
Merode said in February that 
more than 10,000 experimental 
tests would be needed to ensure 
there were no significant blood 
variations among different radal 
groups. 

Prince Alexandre was keen to 
introduce blood tests at Albertvil- 
le but met opposition within the 
IOC. . 

Mr. Gosper, speaking during a 
two-day executive board meeting 
in Seville, said the IOC wanted to 
avoid any repetition of the “un- 


certainty and controversy" of 
Albertville over the timing of the 
introduction of blood testing. 

He said the executive board 
would not be able to discuss 
extensively the implications of 
blood testing until the feasibility 
of the procedure had been fully 
verified. 

"It will be raised after Barcelo- 
na as part of the natural process 
of strengthening our attack on 
cheating," he said. 

He did not .rule out the possi- 
bility that the matter could be 
discussed at an executive board 
meeting in Acapulco in Novem- 
ber. 

Some officials and athletes, 
especially in the United States, 
have expressed concern that 
blood tests could represent a 
violation on the body. 

Prince Alexandre caused a stir 
on the eve of the Winter Games 
in Albertville when he suggested 


that blood testing could be intro- 
duced immediately. But he back- 
ed down, saying later that it was 
necessary to carry out about 
10,000 trial tests before starting 
blood testing at the Olympics. 

Keba Mbaye, an IOC vice 
president and former judge on 
the World Court, reported last 
year that blood tests do not repre- 
sent any moral, legal or religious 
problems. 

“From my point of view, we 
have still not discussed (the ethic- 
al implications) extensively," Mr. 
Gosper said. 

Some officials have suggested 
that blood tests should be intro- 
duced quietly in order to catch 
unsusperting approach. 

“You can’t look as though you 
ambush the athletes,” said the 
official, who asked not be identi- 
fied. “You must work on the 
assumption that athletes don't 
cheat, and therefore you take 
them through the consulting pro- 
cess." 


French Cup final could be replaced by charity match 


"PARIS (R) — Soccer officials 
said Thursday they had cancelled 
fhe French Cup final and wanted 
to replace it with a charity match 
between top sides Masrseille and 
Monaco to raise funds for the 
victims of the Bastia stadium 
disaster. 


The French Soccer Federation 
(FFF) said the match would be 
held at the Parc Des Princes in 
Paris on May 12, providing both 
teams agreed to take part. 

; No trophy would be awarded 
and no ceremony would take 
place, it said. 

. “This year’s could not be a to decide 


final like: others,” the FFF said. 

Twenty-six fans were killed 
Tuesday when *a temporary stand 
at Bastia’s stadium collapsed 
shortly before a cup semifinal 
between Bastia and Marseille was 
due to start. 

Bastia soccer team said 
Wednesday they would not take 
part in a rescheduled match. 


“Out of solidarity, players and 
officials have decided not to play 
the cup semifinal," Club Presi- 
dent Jean-Francois FDippi said. 

Marseille officials said they 
would ask players and supporters 
■whether to play Mona- 


co at the Parc Des Princes. 

Most of the Marseille players, 
who helped with rescue work at 
the stadium, had said.-, they 
would not even play in a charity 
match. 

“Out of respect for the victims, 
the cup should not be allowed to 
go on. Like my team mates I'm in 
shock and I shall never forget that 
I saw,” European Footballer of 
the Year Jean -Pierre Papin said. 

“The decision of the players in 
that there won't be any match at 
all,” be added. 

"We can wait for June or July 
to stage a charity match. It is a bit 


late to do something now. Things 
should have been (tone before the 
disaster,” Marseille's Corsican 
goalkeeper Pascal Olmeta said. 

All soccer matches scheduled 
to take place in Corsica over the 
weekend have been called off. 

On Wednesday, France's 
national squad, who are prepar- 
ing for June's European Cham- 
pionship in Sweden, cancelled a 
scheduled trip to Lisbon to attend 
the European Cupwinners 1 Cup 
final between Monaco and Wer- 
der Bremen. 

“We didn't feel like watching” 
football,’’ coach Michel Platini 
said. 


A1 Orthodoxi beats A1 Watani, 
AI Jazireh in mini basketball 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The under-13 
mini-basketball competition, 
organised by the Jordann Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF), resumed 
Friday with three matches played 
at AI Orthodoxi Club's court. 

In the first match AI Jazireh 
defeated AI Watani 41-32. AI 
Orthodoxi scored a big win of 
64-24 over AI Watani in the 
second match. AI Orthodoxi 4dso 


won the third match against AI 
Jazireh 57-34. 

The competition will be con- 
cluded Friday, May 15. AI 
Jazireh plays AI Orthodoxi at 
9:30 a.m. to be followed at 11 by 
the Watani — Orthodoxi match. 
In the third match AI Jazireh 
plays AI Watani at 3 p.m. to 
conclude Jordan's fust under-13 
mini basketball competition. 


Seles reaches Rome semis 


SOME (AP) — Top-seeded 
Monica Seles took little more 
than an hour to rout Georgia’s 
Leila Meskhi 6-1, 6-4 Friday, 
leading the way into the semifin- 
als at the $550,000 Italian Open. 

Seles had won her three pre- 
vious matches against Meskhi, 
but the Georgian took Seles to 
three sets at the Australian Open 
in January. 


But Meskhi seemed to have no 
chance to get into the match 
Friday, as Seles pounded two- 
fisted grounds trokes consistently 
down tile lines, her opponent in 
futile crosscourt pursuits. 

After winning the first set in 30 
minutes, Seles appeared to slow 
and lose concentration at times, 
but was never threatened. 


Chang suffers setback 


HAMBURG, Germany (R) — 
Former French Open champion 
Michael Chang's build-up to the 
Grand Slam event in Paris later 
this month suffered a minor set- 
back Friday. 

The American, who triumphed 
on the Roland Garros day in 
1989, crashed out of the German 
Open clay-court tournament, 
outsmarted by Dutchman Paul 
Haarhuis 7-6, 7-6 in the third 
round. 

But fourth seed Chang, who is 
ranked sixth in the world, said the 
defeat in his first tournament on 
the slow surface this year was not 
a major blow, to his hopes of 
repeating his Paris triumph at the 
end of the month. 


“It shows I need to work on a 
few things. I hope in the (next) 
two weeks I can get on the right 
track for Paris," he said. 

Haarhuis, ranked 35th in the 
world, showed greater accuracy 
from the back of the court than 
the American and played some 
superb volleys at the net under 
pressure in the coolish condi- 
tions. 

Both players struggled to hold 
their service in the first set. But 
when the set went to a tie-break, 
the Dutchman looked more con- 
fident, sealing the tie-break 7-5. 

Haarhuis broke in the first 
game of the second set and reg- 
ularly had Chang under pressure 
on his serve. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WEST 
* J 10 6 4 

CJ Q C 

0AQJ62 

496 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
01991 TifDun* HMa Swrtcga. Inc. 

TABLE PRESENCE 
Neither vulnerable. South deale. 

NORTH 
4 Q 9 8 7 53 

?KQ. 

<:■ 10 3 
* Q 10 4 

EAST 
4 A K2 
9 10 8 7 6 3 2 
0 5 4 

43 2 
SOUTH 
4 Void 
9 A J 4 
0 K 9 8 7 
4 A K J 8 7 5 
The bidding: 

South- West North East 
1 4 Pass 1 4 

2 4 Pass 2 4 

2 NT Pass 3 NT 

Pass Dbl Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 4 
Among contemporary bridge 
players, few have had more impact 
on the game than Alvin Roth of New 
York. Many of the methods consid- 
ered standard today were his brain- 
children four decades ago! Besides 
being a great theoretician, Roth is 
also a great player. Few can equal 
his “feel” at the table— a hunch that 
some untoward action can reap huge 
dividends. To show what we mean, 
consider this hand where Roth held 


the West cards. 

If anyone gave you the West hand 

and asked you if you would double 
three no trump, you would think 
your questioner had been nipping at 
the brandy bottle too assiduously. 
Yet that is exactly what Roth did. 
The auction made it dear that 
North-South had stretched to reach 
game and. while it was possible that 
nine tricks were there for the taking, 
it waa equally Hkdy a substantial 

penalty could be in the offing. 

Roth hit upon the only lead to 
ensure the contract’s defeat— a 
spade. Declarer had nine tricks in 
plain sight, hut first had to gain the 
lead. The bast chance seemed to be 
to rise with the queen of spades, 
losing to East’s king. 

Declarer was in considerable dif- 
ficulty. Since a heart or a dub dis- 
card would, in essence, be throwing 
away a trick, declarer parted with a 
diamond. That proved disastrous. 

East shifted to a diamond, won fay 
West’s jack. A spade to the aca and a 
diamond back meant the defenders 
collected the first nine tricks— four 
spades and five diamonds— for a 
whopping penalty of 900 points. 

A thoroughly 
to what even Roth had to 
a speculative double. 


Souness optimistic, Barnes 
faces decision on thigh 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool 
manager Graeme Souness left 
hostpital Friday after heart 
surgery and was optimistic he 
would be with his side for the 
English F. A. Cup final at Wemb- 
ley Saturday. 

“Provided I wake up and I feel 
as good as I do this morning. I 
will go," he told reporters waiting 
outside the hospital on the out- 
skirts of Manchester. 

But star England winger John 
Barnes’ appearance in his third 
F.A. Cup final for Liverpool in 
five years depended on a crucial 
test on an injured thigh, Friday. 

Caretaker-manager Ronnie 
Moran, who has stood in for 
Souness since his triple bypass 
operation early in April, said: 
‘Tm not going to leave a decision 
(about Barnes) until Saturday.” 

Doctors were expected to 
advise against Souness going to 
Wembley, but the 39-year-old 
manager, looking thin but well, 
said: “I don’t think you should 
believe what you read in the 
newspapers." 

Souness was originally ex- 
pected to spend only 10 days in 
the hospital, but because of com- 
plications he underwent surgery 
twice more. 

On Wednesday, his birthday, 
he left the hospital for several 


hours to visit the team as they 
trained and to see executives at 
Liverpool’s Anfield ground. 

“I’m hoping that the team can 
go there (Wembley) and play the 
football they are capable of and 
hopefully, with a bit of luck, they 
will have the right result" Sou- 
ness said. 

Asked when he would resume 
his job as manager, he replied: 
“If I wake up feeling the same as 
I do this morning, Fm Liverpool 
manager' as froth tomorrow.” 

He added, laughing: “I wish I 
was playing." 

Souness then flew to London 
and joined the Liverpool squad at 
their training centre near St 
Albans, north of the capital. 

Barnes will be terribly dis- 
appointed if he does not play and 
not only because of missing a 
Wembley final. He is keen to 
impress Italian scouts and Eng- 
land manager Graham Taylor. 

The English Daily Express 
national newspaper reported Fri- 
day that Italian champions Samp- 
doria, who have signed his Eng- 
land colleague Des Walker from 
Nottingham Forest this week, are 
also interested in Barnes. 

Taylor, meanwhile, has to de- 
cide whether to indude Barnes in 
his England squad for the Euro- 
pean Championship finals in 
Sweden next month. 



Patrese concussed in Imola crash 

IMOLA, Italy (R) — Wflliams-Renault driver Riccardo Patrese 
was taken to hospital for a check-up Friday after being briefly 
concussed in an aoddent during testing for the San Marino 
Formula One Grand Prix. The Italian teammate of 1992 
championship leader Nigel Mansell lost control on a bend and 
went spinning into a wall. There was no immediate word whether 
the accident would prevent him taking part in the Grand Prix on 
May 17. 

Ardlles to be manager of West Bromwich 

LONDON (R) — Argentine Osvaldo Archies Friday signed a 
three-year' contract to manage English third division soccer dab 
West Bromwich Albion. Ardlles, 39, replaces Bobby Gould, 
sacked Tuesday after West Bromwich foiled to qualify for the 
promotion playoffs. They were relegated to the third division for 
the first time last year. The former Tottenham and Argentina 
midfielder was sacked in February by second division Newcastle 
United, who appointed former England star Kerin Keegan. It will 
be Archies’ third managerial job after two promising years 
between July 1989 and March 1991 at Swindon. 

Jockey Cordero retires 

NEW YORK (R) — Angel Cordero, Jr., who rode more than 
7,000 winners in 32 years as a jockey, has announced that he was 
retiring from riding to pursue a career as a trainer. The 
49-year-old Cordero’s retirement is a direct result of injuries be 
suffered in a four-horse spill he was involved in at New York’s 
Aqueduct Racetrack in January. The normally cocky and 
outgoing Cordero displayed a humility not often seen in him as he 
addressed a press conference with tears in his eyes. “After a long 
time of pain and trying to come back, my doctor and I have 
agreed that it wuld be best for me to stay off riding for the rest of 
the year. I had the pleasure of a great career. It was difficult to 
quit. I'm sorry I have to leave the game before I want, but Fm 
ready to take the step and be happy to do it.” 

Criciuma wins again in Libertadores Cup 

CRICIUMA, Brazil (R) — Brazilian second division side 
Critiuma kept up their remarkable Libertadores Cup run when 
they beat Peruvian champions Sporting Cristal to reach the 
quarterfinals of the competition. Criciuma, nicknamed the Tigers, 
.beat Sporting Cristal 3-2 in a second round, second leg, match to 
go through 5-3 on aggregate. They will face Brazilian champions 
Sao Paulo in the quarterfinals of the South American Club Cup, 
which has been criticised for allowing two teams from each 
country to take part instead of just the champion sides. Criduma, 
who qualified for die Libertadores by winning the Brazil Cup 
knockout competition, twice came from behind in Thursday's 
match. 

Ex-Soviet on verge of world title fight 

TOKYO (R) — Yuri Arvachakov’s ambition to become the first 
former Soviet boxer to win a professional world title moved closer 
to fruition Thursday when his manager indicated a challenge for 
the world flyweight crown was likely m June. Arvacbakov, one of 
six top ex-Soviet amateur fighters who turned professional herein 
early 1990, is expected to fight World Boxing Council flyweight 
champion Muangchai Kittikasem of Thailand in Tokyo on June 
23. His manager Masaki “mack" Kaneshira refused to confirm 
the fight was definitely on, saying only: “I have a 90' |fer cent 
.confidence (in having fixed the title bout), but J .would likfi.to : 
make an official announcement on this matter at a hews 
conference in next Monday.” The Russian, world,. amateur ] 
flyweight champion in 1989, has been unbeaten in his 12 bouts 
sines his professional debut in February, 1990. Arvacbakov is one 
of three ex-Soviet fighters still in Japan. The other three boxers 
who signed three-year contracts with Kanehna’s company have 
returned home after poor performances. 

Piquet suffers foot injuries 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Three-time world driving champion 
Nelson Piquet of Brazil suffered severe foot injuries when his race 
car crashed during practice for the Indianapolis 500-mile race. 
Piquet's car appeared to ran over something on toe north end of 
toe 2 Vi mile (4.02-kiloinetre) track. The car suddenly spun out of 
control and smashed into the turn wall head on and then rolled 
several hundred metres down the pavement. Among the rescuers 
was Piquet’s friend and two-time world champion Emerson 
Fittipaldi, also of Brazil. Piquet was taken first to toe track infield 
, hospital and then rushed to a Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. 
The track doctors’ report indicated there were no life threatening 
injuries. Piquet, 39, was appearing for the first time at the 
Indianapolis motor speedway after driving on the world Formula 
One circuit. 


Peanuts 


you SURE GOT YOURSELF 
WET SITTING OUT THERE 
IN THE RAIN. SNOOPY... 



BUT AFTER I TOWEL YOU 
OFF. YOU'LL BE NICE ANP 
WARM ANP FUZZY... 




I MAY HAVE TO 
GO INTO HIPiNG.. 






Andy Capp 


KVl 


VW WERE chatting), 
UPTHWNEW BARMAia 

WEREN'T \OU-? 


YOU BOUGHT H3Z A 
DRINKS THBU SHE < 
BOUGHT TOU ONE-] 



THEN YOU INVITED 
y HER TO A aSH < 
[AN 1 CHIP -SUPPER-) 




Mutt‘n’Jeff 

Y eoSEE My DOCTOR. 1 HE'S 

i expensive Boidoob* he charges 

; TEN DOtLARSTNE FIRST VISIT r*' 
BUT AFTERTHAT ITS 
ONLY THREE BUCK! 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY, 9, 1992 ; 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Fust Quarter of die Taurus Moon 

is very poorly aspected and it is 
more than you are going to find 
yourself dealing with items that are 
not on your agenda. Keep cool. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You awaken with a good feeling 
and much ability to charm others 
and you would be wise to avoid 
outside matters of a worldly na- 
ture, see good friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are able to quietly make 
yourself more attractive early, then 
steer dear of a stranger with odd 
ideas and later you enjoy your 
romantic tie. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be 
openminded to a recent acquaint- 
ance who has charm and put off 
that practical business matter while 
later you can be off to new activi- 
ties. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Worldly vocational in- 
terests should preoccupy your time 
today and tonight but good results 
are negated if you are with a time 
wasting partner. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Many 
new interests or facets of present 
outlets can be improved upon by 
you today so do essential tasks or 
chores and then get into such 
opportunites. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider well whatever prom- 
ises or agreements you have made 


and attend to them showing appre- 
ciation to your benefactor and 
forego frivolous fun. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Look forsooie highly dynamic 

associate who can show you how to 
gain your outside ambititkm and 
don’t be so involved in home mat-’ 
ters you miss oiit on these. 

SCORPIO: (October Z3 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can get much of value 
in whatever requires your attention 
on your job while at the same tmw» 
you are tempted to go off on a w9d 
goose chase. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An interest in an 
amusement you have not had be- 
fore this con bring you much plea- 
sure in the days ahead but dou_’t 
commit yourself to much expense. 
CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) Busy yourself about 
your residence by getting condi- 
tions there as you want than to be 
as well as your family wishes and 
forget personal wishes. _ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You see ways to put into 
motion a new budget than can add 
to your ability to have more of 
what you want but be sure know 
the exact cort'invovJed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now find that your own 
views can be best for enjoying 
yourself eventhough it' means j 
absenting yourself from a longtime 
tie who holds you down. - - 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



“Cats are funny. They either like you 
or they don’t.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBL£D_WQRD. GAME. ' 
la by Henri Arnold and .Bc#>; S 


Why don't wa go next door, dear? 


HUTOY 


WlMihNleoin 
©■■pa %■ ervi 


SOUME 



zuz 



TIPURY 


^ 

'ZL 



WHAIGE 



| — | 

i — 

H 

Hi 

1 — Li 

1 1 

L_ 


Li 


A BUPGET/5 
WHAT YOU CAN 
STAY WITHIN — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . . 


to 1 m ixxxxxxi 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SANDY ALBUM BREACH NESTLE ' 
Answer. A night owl Is a man who stays out late because 

he has no wife to go home to 

■ OR BECAUSE HE HAS 


THE Daily Crossword by Elizabeth A. Arthur 


ACROSS 
1 Noggin ■ 

5 Ump'a call 
9 Give out cards 

13 in addition 

14 School dance 

15 Wishy-washy 
ones 

16 Suits 

17 He uses 
weather 
balloons 

19 Units of 
capacitance 

21 Bullfighters 

22 Corrida cheer 

23 PubOe disputes 
25 Abundance 

27 Pol source 

31 Chin, '■way" 

32 Mountain range 
in USSR 

33 Plus Item 

34 Assn. 

35 Cardne doctor 

38 Mai — 

39 Ninnies 

41 it's dear to me 

42 Literary 
monogram 

43 Parched 

44 Supremacy 
47 SUvrery ftsri 

49 Ely Of TV 

50 Acting 

53 Lady of Grenada 
56 He works with 
precious stones 
59 Prayer word 
GO Nitrogen 
compound 
fil Walter's item 

62 Adolescent 

63 Cheese 

64 Kind of terrier 

65 First name in 
mysteries 

DOWN 

1 Golf stroke 

2 Charles Lamb 

3 Star reader 

4 Cash register 
reading 

5 Health resorts 

6 Have be 

7 In favor i 



CnfHZ TnOuna Macs* Sarvtcm. Ire. 

Aligns Rowned 


0 Overacted 

9 Summaries 

10 Turk. VIP 

11 Lhasa — (dog) 

12 WWtl craft 
15 Had on 

IB Kind of wolf 
20 Strip 

23 Mutual 

24 Sect member 

25 Gay- 

26 wrath 

28 Star gazer 

29 Empire 

30 Mr. Redding 

31 Sports clothing 
33 Pled— 

(lodging) 

38 Adherents: euff. 

37 Bishopric 
40 Provencal verse 
form 

44 Phone or byte 

preceder 

45 Warnings 
48 Bestow 
48 Fabricated 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Rgrann □□□□ unm 
nnnnn oranra Tioo.ni 
nonnn nnriR oorin 
hoh Hnnmnnnonnn 

QngnHri onnnnnuO 
ononn onno son 
RnnnnnfinnHnnnnn 
nan nnnn nnrann 
onananam sannnn 
□□□□ 

fjnnRantDGnnn nno 
□nog PiHiin morion 
□non nnnn nnnnni 
rernani anno anonrc 


50 Nor. king 

51 Designate 

52 Roasting stick 

53 Eye problem 


54 Spool 

56 — of Cieves 

57 Amoy- 

58 Utter 


.'.i 1 


wndon 


*L-;V. 




■>v« 


Af, 


















'[’May 
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Financial 

markets 


■ Jordan -Times 

■’■ -•» y 

ill- CD-o|)«rii(luit will) 

Cairo Amman Hank 


4 k 


UJ.. pplLir in lmemnllnn.il lUaihete 


Currency 


J<lcrliiif> I'diiiiiI*' 
DruLvbr Mark 
-Swiss franc 
French Franc ■ 
Japanese Yen 
Kitrttfiran Currenjr Unil 


(■Mi r*r an; 

* EtWft— Opening $b *.°0 B.IH. (iMT 


NEWYORir 

CLOSE 

6/5/9? 

70KV0 * 

CLOSt ■ 
im* 7 /S/ 9 i 

7.7975 

7.7952 

! .6287 

1.6309 : 

7.4975 

1.5029- 

5.4845 

• 5.492F? - 

1 32.25 

132.18 

1.2405 

1.2593** 


Eurocurrency Interest nates Date: 7/5/91 

Currenqj I Mill 3 MTfisJ 6 MTIIS|I2 MTHS 

US. Ihillar .3.87 M7 Ofl 4.4f 

.sin niij: I’huihI ” oTTT -TT5 03 ttr— 

Itaiisrlic Mark 9.8J 9.11 9.75 9.66 

S*R, Franc fi.75 T^Ts Zsfl T?5 

French Franc 9.67 9 . SI 9.11 9 . SI 

Jajmitcse Yen 4.68 4.62 4.56 4.56 

F.nrn|inm Currency Uiitl 10.12 10.06 10.06 10 . Ob _ 

MrjtanV hM irin For mihmM (Mrciliiifi U-S- IIoIImi ojuvalrot. 


Precious metals 


US l WO x ■ I JlVCm* | Metal 


oate: 7/5/92- 

|. usiwok I ]iwim 


U.S. Dollar 
Slcrliny Vtuiiiil 


Denise lie Mark 


Swiss Franc 


Frenrli Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Ifsilfan l.ira* 


Belgian T.*anc 


Other Currencies 


Currency 


Aaliraini Dinar 


l.rbaytcse lira* 



Date: 7 / 5/92 



Cj print I’uiiiuf 



Inuiranrr Sector 


lufaslry Sector 


Services Sector 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 1.8028/38 

One U.S. dollar 1.1994/99 

. 1.63 15/25 

1.8365/75 
1.5818/28 
33.52/55 
5.4950/4600 
1228/1229 
132.50/60 
5.8820/70 
63700/50 
6.3060/110 

One ounce of gold $334.80 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


’’Cinema 


Tel: 677420" 


CRYSTAL HEART 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Nabtl Al Mashini Theatre 


Today and every day you can meet with 

Rabie Shlhab 

performing at the NabB Ai Mashini Theatre in a play 
entitled: 

Arabs of the year 2000 

in cooperation with Yousef Yousef - Afl Abdul Aziz 
and a group of your favourite actors, 
at 8:30 pm every evening. 

. For reservation call M~- 875571 j 


feachTs 9 ‘Made In Israel’ label washes 

mountains away hard Palestinian labour 

of Oman RAMALLAK. West Bank (R) thousand of the'50.000 workers “We are taking only our wages- between purchasing material and move 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — 
Tribesmen of the isolated 3,000- 
metrc Jebel Akbdar mountain of 
Oman bury their money for safe- 
ty rather than clamber down the 
diffeide to the nearest bank four 
hours away. But recently they 
heard the bankers were coming to 
them. 

Oman International Bank 
(OIB) has been given the central 
bank’s go-ahead to open a branch 
in the fall at Seih AJ Qatana, die 
most densely populated village on 
Jebel Akhdar (green mountain), 
OIB marketing chief Malik 
Hinai said. 

“There is a tremendous need 
fora Jebel bank and we are set to 
play a pioneering role in develop- 
ing a business community there,** 
Mr. Hinai said. 

“We will be targeting our 
marketing services toward the 
women of the mountain tribes, as . 
they traditionally keep watch 
over the family money,” be said. 
“There is no real banking habit as 
such. Many families put their 
money in a sack and keep it in a 
secret place underground.” 

The new branch — staffed by a 
manager, bank clerk and guard 
— will serve the Jebel Akhdar's 
scattered population of 10,000. 


RAMALLAK, West Bank (R) 
— In a second-floor apartment, 
rows of Palestinian women are 
hunched over sewing machines 
assembling children's clothing, 
including labels that read: “Made 
In Israel.” 

Through more than four years 
of a revolt against the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, thousands of Arab 
workers have been quietly mak- 
ing clothes for Israelis and to fill 
shelves in well-known foreign 
stores such as Britain's Marks and 
Spencer. 

“As we are doing business, we 
are friends." said Abdul Hafez 
Shuqair, who supervises 25 
women sewing for an Israeli com- 
pany in his small Ramallah fac- 
tory. “It is not like Arab and 
Jew.” 

Go thing is a major Israeli ex- 
port — S573 million worth in 
1991. almost half of the produc- 
tion — but the label of origin 
disguises the work that is done in 
the occupied territories. 

At Mr. Shuqair's factory, 
Palestinian women sit in rows 
sewing together pieces of mate- 
rial supplied by the Israeli firm 
that will then market the finished 
clothes bearing the label: “Pierre 
Gabo, Paris, Made in Israel.” 

The Israel Manufacturers 
Association says that a few 
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WORLD STOCK 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks dosed lower after abandoning an 
attempt to push their winning streak to a third day. The Nikkei 
average was down 34.93 points to 18.375.95. 

SYDNEY — Shares drifted lower with attention centred on the 
successful debut of newspaper group John Fairfax Holdings. The 
AD Ordinaries index fell 2.3 points to 1,663.6. 

HONG KONG — Stocks dosed lower in moderate trading as the 
market consolidated after recent gains. The Hang Seng index 
ended 21.39 points lower at 5,608.19. 

SINGAPORE — Lack of fresh direction kept investor* sidelined, 
pushing prices lower, brokers said. The Straits Times industrial 
index tell 1.16 points to 1.437.77. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange was dosed after a 
statewide one-day strike. Trading resumes Monday. 

FRANKFURT — The 30-share DAX index slid 2.63 points to 
1,748.18. It spent the entire session in a narrow five-point range. 

ZURICH — Shares rose as foreign baying in industrial blue drips 
was followed by domestic investors buying into banks. The SPI 
added nine points to mid at a new year-high of 1,207.3, op 37.8 
points from last Thursday. 

PARIS — The French market was dosed for an Armistice Day 
holiday. . 

LONDON — The FTSE finished at a record dosing high for the 
third consecutive day after it drifted back from an intra-day high 
of 2,734.8 as Wall Street declined. The index ended up 23.8 points 
at 2,725.7, up 6S.9 points on the week. 

NEW YORK — : Blue chips rebounded in moderately active 
midday business as treasury bonds rallied from session lows. The 
Dow stood about five higher at 3,369. 
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thousand of the “50,000 workers 
in the clothing industy are Palesti- 
nians. 

The Economic Development 
Group, a Palestinian organisation 
trying to improve the economy of 
the occupied territories, esti- 
mates that there are up to 30,000. 

In any event, there are sound 
economic reasons for coopera- 
tion. 

Israelis, facing stiff competition 
from other parts of the world, 
subcontract work to Palestinians 
because the basic salary of a little 
over S200 a month at Mr. Shu- 
qair’s apartment factory is at 
most a third of the rate that an 
Israeli would earn. 

For Palestinians, subcontract- 
ing in the clothing industry pro- 
vides needed jobs, is one of the 
businesses that Israeli authorities 
allow and is relatively cheap to 
enter. 

Yet Israelis make the bulk of 
the profits. 


“We are taking only our wages- 
and the added value is going,” 
said Mr. Shuqair, who earned a 
master's degree in computer sci- 
ence in Jordan and monitors the 
productivity of his employees re- 
lentlessly. 

In the four stages of clothing 
production — design and market- 
ing, cutting, sewing and finishing 
for delivery — the Israelis have a 
lock on marketing while subcon- 
tracting much of the rest. 

“It is only employment, there 
is nothing else for us,” said Samir 
Hulaileh, a consultant on the 
industry with the Economic De- 
velopment Group. “The profit 
margin is very low. It doesn’t add 
to the capital.” 

A lack of capital is a basic 
reason why Palestinians are con- 
fined to subcontracting. Israeli 
banks will not give them loans. 

In contrast, Israeli companies 
get loans to bridge_ the time 


between purchasing material and 
selling the finished goods. 

Mr. Shuqair said he would 
need nearly $650,000 in working 
capital, an impossible sum for 
him, to cover all stages of produc- 
ing the clothing that he now sews. 

Mr. Hulaileh estimated that 
creating one job in food processing 
costs S51.000 — versus only 
$8,000 for the modest machinery 
needed for a job in clothing. Mr. 
Shuqair placed bis investment at 
a mere 80,000 shekels, about 
$33,000, 

Palestinian subcontractors are 
dependent on Israel, living from 
contract to contract and paid per 
piece. The vulnerability is com- 
pounded by a military occupation 
that has imposed extended cur- 
fews, creating havoc with produc- 
tion schedules. 

Even the most successful 
Palestinian in the industry. Hasan 
Badran. finds any attempts to 


move beyond subcontracting is 
difficult. 

”! can make anything you 
want,” said Mr. Badran, whose 
250-worker factory in the town of 
Tulkarm has made him rich. “But 
no one can come to my factory. 
They don’t know what we can 
do.” 

The dream of ambitious 
businessmen like Mr. Badran is 
to sell directly to European and 
U.S. customers, taking advantage 
of free trade agreements that 
allow Israel to evade rhe clothing 
quotas facing Asian producers. 
But bypassing the Israeli middle- 
man will not be easy. 

Although Mr. Badran pulls 
cards from his briefcase to show 
that he has subcontracted on clo- 
thing for such famous labels as 
Calvin Klein, Liz Claiborne and 
Marks and Spencer, he says it 
takes about two months to obtain 
Israeli permission to fly abroad 
on business trips. 


Russia marches on to market 
economy as complaints rise 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russia freed 
vodka prices and raised interest 
rates Thursday in its march to a 
market economy, but doctors and 
teachers cried out for more pay to 
cope with tough economic condi- 
tions. 

“You cannot hope for a high 
quality of education if teachers 
live in poverty.” education union 
official Marina Ivanova told a 
Moscow news conference. 

Health care union worker 
Vyacheslav Nikulin echoed her 
plea. “We are demanding a 10- 
fold increase in salaries.” he said. 
The minimum wage for health 
workers was just 342 roubles a 
month, about $3.40 at the central 
bank rate. 

Doctors and other health work- 
ers, traditionally among Russia's 
lowest-paid, started a campaign 
of industrial action last month in 
their battle for better pay and 
conditions. 

^ Hundreds- of doctors are 
already refusing to see visitors to 
outpatient clinics; the-. second 
stage in the campaign which 


started when doctors refused to 
sign sick notes and other medical 
documents. 

Mr. Nikulin said he did not 
expect a move to the third stage 
of the dispute — a halt to all 
medical aid. “The third stage will 
not happen in Moscow,” he said. 

“We will approach the situa- 
tion objectivly. We will stay doc- 
tors,” he pointed out. 

The doctors and other public 
sector employees on fixed salaries 
have been especially hard hit by 
the government’s tough economic 
reform plan. 

The reforms, a key element in 
Russia’s bid to transform its bat- 
-rered economy from communism 
to capitalism, started in January 
when the government removed 
most price controls, sending 
prices for goods and services spir- 
alling out of reach. 

Inflation is still between 30 and 
40 per cent a month. Although 
the government hopes to force 
the level down as the year goes 
ion. 

But vodka prices were fixed at 


50 roubles per half-litre bottle 
other prices rose freely, a deci- 
sion which tempted sellers onto 
unofficial street markets where 
they could get 120 roubles or 
more. 

“We last had vodka on sale a 
week ago. Two thousand bottles 
were sold out in less than no rime. 
It was a real disaster as usual,” 
said Tatyana Sergeeva, manager 
of a tiny liquor shop in the centre 
of Moscow. 

She said eager drinkers had 
stomed her tiny store, forcing the 
door out of shape shattering win- 
dows. 

The government formally freed 
vodka prices Thursday, although 
it retained a state monopoly on 
production dating back to Tsarist 
tiems. ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

But Russia surrended its 
monopoly over production • of 
wine -and -beer, throwing the field 
open to private enterprise. 

In' a separate devetopfnfcnt. 
Russia's savings' banks raised the 


interest rates they offer investors 
by up to 50 per cenr, although 
interest rates remain well below 
inflation levels. 

The savings banks currently 
offer between three and 15 pen 
cent interest on investments, up, 
from levels as low as 1 .5 per cent 
at the start of rhe year. 

Government officials see high 
interest rates as a way to make 
the rouble attractive, an impor- 
tant step in making the currency 
convertible on world markets. 

Officials said Wednesday Rus- 
sia would let the rouble trade 
freely against other currencies 
from July 1 in the first stage 
towards convertibility. 

The country is also working 
hard to rein in the budget deficit, 
put at a massive 18 per cent of 
gross national product last year. 

“By 1994 we plan a budget 
deficit of two or three per cent of 
gross national product.” govern- 
ment -official Konstantin Kaga- 
lovsky said Wednesday. “Infra-, 
tier* will be cut to three or 'four 
per cent.” 


France backs up growth with credit ease 


PARIS (R) — The Bank of 
France acted to cut French indus- 
try’s borrowing costs Thursday, 
allowing Finance Minister Michel 
Sapin to take the moral high 
ground when he asks his Euro- 
pean counterparts this weekend 
to do more for growth. 

The central bank reduced the 
amount of reserves that the clear- 
ing banks have to leave with it. 
allowing them to cut base rates by 


half a percentage point to 9.85 
percent. 

Mr. Sapin said the easing in 
credit conditions was made possi- 
ble by the strength of the franc 
over recent weeks. 

Prudently, the Bank of France 
has not undermined that rise by 
cutting its key intervention rate 
— it was forced into an embarras- 
sing ^bout-tum last December 
when the franc came under attack 


after it cut the rate — but the 
effect is the same. 

The commercial banks are get- 
ting back some 31 billion francs 
($5.63 billion) that they have had 
to leave, on remunerated, with 
the Bank of France, and. playing 
the game, they immediately pas- 
sed on the saving to their custom- 
ers in the form of lower rates. 

The cut in rates was applauded 
by the French Banking Associa- 


tion (AFB). 

“Credit for businesses is going 
to be cheaper. That is a consider- 
able factor which will help econo- 
mic recovery,” it said- 

The AFB has long campaigned 
for the reserves to be abolished 
completely, arguing that they 
play no real role in monetary 
policy these days and simply 
handicap French banks by 
pushing up the cost of their funds. 


Furnished Apartment for Rent 

3 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, 3 bath- 
rooms, kitchen (164 sq.m). Central heating, telephone. 
Ground floor located at Jabal Amman. Near AI Khalidi 
Hospital. 

If Interested please call tel. No. 827228 between 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


A furnished S ec tion of A Villa 
For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped salon, kitchen, a small 
private garden and parking area Independent central heating, 
electricity, water. 

To be rented to a couple without children or to one or two 
male-female single persons. 

The rent is to be paid yearly and is JD 3,300. 

Please call 644201 1th 00 — 1.D0 
5:00 — 7:00 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor consisting of 2 bed- 
rooms, lounge, kitchen, separate entrance. 

Please call 669869 



Dear Parents 
Happy Hours Service Centre 

is pleased to announce the following services to arrange and 
supervise special parties for you and your children; 

☆ Entertaining your children and their guests during party time 
through interesting programmes and games, offered by 
specialists in social education. 

☆ Willing to decorate party place. 

£ Willing to offer catering services. 

For more details and suggestions please do not hesitate to 
contact us by phone number 
623686, P.O. Box: 183033 — Amman - Jordan 
Jabal Amman-Rainbow Street, near Shokri Shasha School 


IfJLJL djJlte 


SALON PLAZA 



Dental assistant needed to work in 
dental clinic in Sweifieh. 

Please write to: 

P.O. Box 910727 - Amman 




Hairstvlest 


For reservation — Plaza Hotel — Amman, tel: 689869 
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10 injured N. Ireland car bomb 


BELFAST (R) — Up to 10 people were injured Friday when a car 
bomb exploded outside a police station in Northern Ireland, police 
said. They said the bomb went off without warning outride the 
police base in County Tyrone. All the casualties were local 
residents but none were reported seriously injured. A total of 47 
people have died in Northern Ireland so for this year in the 
political and civilian conflict over British role of the province. 


Marlene Dietrich to be buried in Berlin 


PARIS (R) — Screen legend Marlene Dietrich, who spent her 
twilight years as a red use in Paris, will be buried on May 16 in her 
native Berlin in a fatherland she shunned for decades after the 
Nazi tyranny, friends said. The actress, whose husky voice, high 
cheekbones and long legs fascinated cinema audiences for 60 
years, died alone in her Paris flat Wednesday while leafing 
through family photographs. She was 90. She once summed up 
her love-bate relationship with Germany by saying: “When 1 die, 
Td like to be buried in Paris. But I'd also like to leave my heart in 
England and in Germany — nothing.” But a French Culture 
Ministry spokeswoman said that just before she died, Dietrich 
had told her grandson Pierre Riva she wanted to be buried next to 
her mother. Her lawyer, Jacques Kam. said her body would be 
taken from a funeral parlour in the Paris suburb of Nanterre and 
flown to Germany in a German military plane in the next few 
days. France will bold a memorial service for her at the Madeleine 
Church in Paris next Thursday. 


2 killed in Peruvian prison battle 


LIMA (R) — Only hours after Peruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori used his nearly-autocratic powers to order harsh prison 
terms for captured rebels, police dashed with Shining Path 
guerrilla inmates inside a maximum-security jail. The incident 
lolled one policeman and a prisoner. Police said at least 16 
policemen and 11 rebels, all of the women, were injured in a 
'fierce battle with guns and bombs inside the women's cellblnck at 
Canto Grande Prison in Lima. Some 650 Shining Path rebels, 250 
of them women, are held there. Many are awaiting trial and have 
not been convicted. 


Burma frees 8 more detainees 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma’s military junta said it released eight 
more political detainees, induding a film director and a come- 
dian. The releases brought to 66 the number of dissidents freed 
since army Commander General Than Sbwe took over as head of 
the junta on April 23. The military government seized power after 
crushing a pro-democracy uprising in 1988 and diplomats say foe 
releases are intended to improve its image abroad. Official 
Rangoon Radio, monitored in Bangkok, said those freed Thurs- 
day included film director Moe Thu, a former member of foe 
main opposition National League for Democracy, and popular 
comedian Ah Yaing. 


Malawi appeals for calm after riots 


LUSAKA (R) — Malawi’s President Kamuzu Banda urged 
residents to “behave like ladies and gentlemen” Friday after three 
days of anti-government rioting reportedly killed up to 38 people. 
In an appeal for calm on national radio, he said Malawians should 
resolve grievances with discussions rather than violence, residents 
said in telephone interviews with Reuters outside Malawi. 


Kravchuk gets tour of Camp David 


WASHINGTON (R) ■ — Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk 
Wednesday joined a select group of world leaders when he was 
invited to accompany President George Bush to the presidential 
retreat Camp David. But Mr. Kravchuk got rally a glimpse of foe 
retreat in foe Maryland mountains. He and Mr. Bush flew there 
from the White House by helicopter for a visit that lasted only two 
hours because of foe president’s trip to Los Angeles. Mr. Bush 
wanted to “simply show him the Camp and have a few private 
informal moments.” White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said. Asked if Mr. Kravchuk’s visit was designed to ensure 
diplomatic symmetry since Russian President Boris Yeltsin visited 
Mr. Bush's rustic hideaway last February, Mr. Fitzwater told 
’reporters: “He’s the leader of a large republic... m leave the 
symmetry to you.” 


Craxi denies part in Italian scandal 


ROME (R) — Socialist leader Bettino Cnuri Friday denied any 
involvement in a bribery scandal which began in his own party and 
is sweeping through Italy’s entire political and industrial establish-, 
ment. “It may sound naive, but I knew nothing about it,” Mr. 
Craxi said of an alleged racket in public works contracts. Dozens 
of city councillors and businessmen have been held as the scandal 
grows — among them the head of Italy’s biggest construction 
company. Most of those detained are based in the business capital 
Milan and several had direct links with the Socialists. Mr. Craxi 
blamed his enemies for manipulating the affair. “They have tried 
to destroy me but what have they achieved?" he said in an 
interview with La Stampa newspaper. The scandal has streng- 
thened the hand of reformers demanding an overhaul of Italian 
politics since inconclusive elections a month ago left it with no 
government, no prime minister and no president. 


Australian leader meets Dalai Lama 


CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Prime Minister Paul Keating 
met Friday with foe Dalai Lama, ignoring complaints from China 
over his meeting with the Tibetan spiritual leader. After the 
meeting, Mr. Keating said the Australian government Is consider- 
ing allowing foe Tibetan govemment-in-exile to set up an official 
information office in Australia. China has already complained 
through diplomatic channels over decisions by Mr. Keating and 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans to meet foe Dalai Lama. 
However. Australia has emphasised the meetings were private, 
not official, and were arranged because he is a religious leader 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner. At a briefing, government officials 
said Mr. Keating told the Dalai Lama that Australia would 
continue to recognise China’s rule in Tibet but would do what it 
could to encourage a form of autonomy for Tibet. 


Walesa asks for stronger powers 


WARSAW (AP) — President Lech Walesa asked parliament 
Friday to proride him strong executive powers similar to those of 
France’s president. In an emotional 25-minute speech, Walesa 
said that Poland is losing the faith of Western creditors and 
important economic reforms are not being addressed because of a 
highly factionalised parliament. He also called “unthinkable” in a 
democracy the recent founding of “defence committees” and 
“peasant battallions” by some groups dissatisfied with the 
authorities. “Our country needs a master of the boose and an 
effective executive branch which, when it is weak and does not 
stand the lest, may be reconstructed quickly,” said Mr. Walesa. 
He urged the parliament to get to work on an interim “small 
constitution” that would set out clearly the powers of the 
president, foe government and the parliament. Poland is stiD 
working under a patched-up version of the constitution passed in 
Stalinist times in 1952. 


100 die in Sierra Leone mine accident 


FREETOWN (R) — About 100 people were killed in Sierra 
Leone when an illegally-dug diamond mine caved m, police said 
Thursday. The accident happened Tuesday at Nyeya in foe 
diamond-rich eastern region of the impoverished West African 
country, about 300 kilometres from the capital Freetown. Police 
said unlicensed miners dug a tunnel .10 metres deep which 
collapsed, burying those in foe pit and trapping others who had 
been standing on the surface. Police said the dead included 
would-be rescuers. State radio said bodies were still being 
removed from the scene. 




Armenia, Azerbaijan sign 
Karabakh ceasefire in Tehran 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — The 
Azerbaijani and Armenian lead- 
ers on Friday signed an Iranian- 
brokered agreement to end their 
bloody dispute over Nagorno- 
.Karabakh, the official Iranian 
media reported. 

But as Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrosian and Yagub 
Mamedov, Azerbaijan’s acting 
president, pledged from Tehran 
to honour the truce, Armenian 
forces were reported battling 
their way into an Azerbaijani- 
Occupied town in the embattled 
province. 

The agreement climaxed two 
days of summit talks supervised 
by Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

State-run Tehran Radio and 
foe Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy said it called for an immediate 
ceasefire and an end to the eco- 
nomic siege imposed on 
Nogomo-Karabakh. 

Under foe accord. Armenia 
and Azerbaijan will maintain 
direct contacts sponsored by Iran 
to resolve pending differences 
and normalise bilateral relations, 
Tehran Radio said. 

It said the document also stres- 
sed foe two sides' resolve to have 
Iran help mediate any problems 
that might crane up at a later 
stage. 


Mr. Ter-Petrosian and Mr. 
Mamedov returned to their re- 
spective countries after the sign- 
ing ceremony at Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjairi’s office dur- 
ing which they 'shook hands and 
praised Iran, Tehran Radio said. 

More than 1,500 people have 
been killed in foe 4-year-old con- 
flict over Nagorno-Karabakh - 


foe city have just been cut off,” 
Mr. Mekhraliyev said. 

He said four Azerbaijanis were 
killed, but gave no details. 

Gedam Bagdasaryan, press 
spokesman of the Nagorno- 
Karabakh parliament, said that 
the Armenians decided Thursday 
night that “defensive tactics were 
no longer effective.” 


quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as saying 
“good progress” has since been 
achieved, giving the latest accord 
a better chance to survive. 

If it does, it would give a 
considerable boost to Iran’s 
efforts to extend its influence to 
the former Soviet republics along 
Hs border. 


The province has been under 

the jurisdiction of Azerbaijan for 

69 years, but is populated pri- 
marily by Armenians. 

In Baku, the Azerbaijani News 
Agency Turan reported that 
Armenian forces Friday attacked 
Shusba, the only remaining 
Azerbaijani-occupied town inside 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

It quoted the Defence Ministry 
as saying the Armenians have 
seized a municipal prison _ in 
Shusba. It gave no other details. 


Elchin Mekhraliyev, an adviser 
to Azerbaijan’s acting president, 
said Shusha and Agdam, a town 
inside Azerbaijan near the 
Nagorno-Karabakh border, 
“were subjected to massive shell- 
ing this momiug.” 

“The Armenian groups were 
using heavy artillery, rocket laun- 
chers and military helicopters. 
Shusha is in the most difficult 
position. Communications with 


“After that, the Defence 
Council of Nagorno-Karabakh 
overnight took the decision to 
launch an attack on firing posi- 
tions of Azerbaijani artillery,” he 
said. 

“Hie Armenian Self Defence 
Forces have already seized foe 
Azerbaijani villages of Dzhanga- 
san. Dzhosavar and Lisagor 
around Shusba where rocket 
launchers firing at Stepanakert 
(foe capita] city ) were situated 
and started sbeUing of Shusha 
using them,” Mr. Bagdasaiyan 
said. 


“With foe goodwill shown by 
the two presidents and following 
efforts by their respective delega- 
tions and other friends, the 
ground has been prepared for 
peace,” IRNA quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying after foe sign- 
ing* 

“We will pursue our efforts to 
end foe disputes in the region and 
to establish peace,” he said. 


Moscow’s ITAR-TASS News 
Agency also confirmed the 
attack, quoting the Azerbaijani 
Defence Ministry. It said that at 
11 a.m. (0700 GMT), four Arme- 
nian tanks broke into foe city. 

Earlier truce agreements, most 
of them Iranian-mediated , were 
short-lived. 

But the Iranian News Agency 


“Fortunately, both countries 
are sincerely for peace and se- 
rious cooperation with each other 
and have expressed their regret 
over foe loss of innocent lives in 
Karabakh,” be said. 

“... We are folly ready to 
continue supervision by all means 
until peace and tranquility return 
to foe two countries,” be said, 
adding that an Iranian delegation 
will soon fly to the region. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said he was 
interested in cooperating with 
other countries to promote peace 
in foe former Soviet republics. 


N. Korea blames nuclear impasse on South 


SEOUL (AP) — The North Ko- 
rean delegation to high-level talks 
with South Korea departed Fri- 
day after blaming Seoul for the 
impasse on nuclear issues. 

The southern delegation coun- 
tered that Soufo Korea will not 
soften its demands for nudear 
inspections by countries, despite 
some progress made during the 
talks. 

The prime ministeis of both 
sides ended two days of talks 


Thursday after agreeing to allow 
reunions of famili es separated by 
the post-Worid War II partition 
of Korea and to create com mis- 
sions to work on military, econo- 
mic and social exchanges. 

But North Korean spokesman 
An Byong-Su criticised Soufo 
Korea for failing to reassure the 
North that U.S. nudear weapons 
have been removed from South 
Korea. Mr. An did not explain 
why bis nation has refused inter- 


Korean nudear inspections to 
allay such suspicions. 

“We regret that Sooth Korea 
failed to resolve our deep-rooted 
suspicions of nudear weapons 
and nudear bases which dearly 
exist in South Korea,” An said in 
a statement. 

Nuclear issues have been the 
most divisive issue between the 
two longtime rivals. South Korea 
fears North Korea is developing 
nudear weapons, although North 


Korea has denied it. 

North Korea has agreed to 
allow inspections by the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency. They could be- 
gin by mid-June, but foe North 
and South have not agreed on 
procedures for separate inter- 
Korean nudear inspections. 


A joint nuclear control com- 
mission is to meet for border talks 
on May 12. 


NATO could 
decide soon 
on new 
peacekeeping 


role 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO could 
decide within the next few weeks 
to take on a new peacekeeping 
role in Europe, offering its milit- 
ary expertise and perhaps even 
troops for operations beyond its 
borders, an alliance official said 
Friday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, told reporters a 
decision could be taken at a 
meeting of North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) foreign 
ministers in Oslo on June 4. 

The fighting in Yugoslavia, 
Nagorno-Karabakh and foe 
threat of new conflicts breaking 
out in an increasingly fragmented 
post-cold war Europe have given 
impetus to the idea, which would 
mark a major change in NATO 
policy. 

But the question of whether 
foe Western alliance should 
widen its role beyond the defence 
of its 16 members is highly sensi- 
tive and key details have yet to be 
worked out. 

“It is my understanding that 
(this) trill be discussed in Oslo, 
perhaps with some decision 
there,” the official said. 

He made dear that NATO 
could get involved with supplies, 
transport and troops only for 
peacekeeping operations. No na- 
tion has suggested the alliance, 
should become involved in fight- 
ing to keep the peace outride its 
borders. 


The Netherlands, backed by 
the United States, Britain and 
several other allies, has suggested 
putting NATO assets at the dis- 
posal of the 52-nation Conference 
on Security and Cooperation hi 
Europe (CSCE). 

The CSCE, a forum for discus- 
sing security issues which links all 
European nations, foe United 
States and Canada, has no armed 
forces of its own and no power to 
enforce decisions. 

NATO, set up in 1949 to a face 
a Soviet threat that has now 
collapsed, has the benefit of an 
integrated military structure — 
and is also trying to disarm critics 
who say it no longer has a major 
role to play. 

Alliance ambassadors have 
been discussing the idea in recent 
days behind dosed doors. The 
official said there was no agree- 
ment yet to go ahead with foe 
idea, but added: “At this stage, 
nobody completely excludes 
some kind of involvement” 

A decision in Oslo would be 
neatly timed for a summit of 
CSCE member states scheduled 
for Helsinki one montit later. 

“The Dutch and others really 
want to peril this dnoogb, so that 
we can give the CSCE some 
military expertise and give 
NATO a valuable new mission — 
and it could all be sanctioned at 
the Helsinki summit,” said one 
alliance diplomat. 


Major’s party sweeps to new poll success 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s Con- 
servative Party Friday followed 
up its surprise win in general 
elections month ago with its best 
result in local government polls 
for 13 years. 

With all but two results in from 
Thursday’s voting for 207 local 
councils in England, Wales and 
Scotland, Prime Minister John 
Major’s Conservatives had 
gained 309 seats on its 1968 re- 
sult. 

Labour, whose leader Neil 
Kinnock resigned in the wake of 
the party's fourth humiliating 
national defeat on April 9, lost 
364 seats on a low turnout blamed 
on voter apathy. 

Conservative Party Chairman 


Chris Patten said the result built 
on “our terrific success in the 
general elections.” 

The British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) forecast the Con- 
servatives won 45 per cent of the 
vote, with Labour taking 30 per 
cent and the minority Liberal 
Democrats on 19 per cent. 

■Labour acknowledged dis- 
appointment at foe results, which 
saw the Conservatives sweeping 
to power on seven councils. 

“Disappointment at the gener- 
al election defeat means that low 
turnout is losing Labour hun- 
dreds of seats in our safest 
areas,” said Labour campaign 
coordinator Jack Cunningham. 


Twenty-three million people 
were eligible to vote. Overall 
turnout was about 40 per cent, 
normal for local elections, bat 
slumped as low as 1.5 per cent in 
one area of soufo Wales — usual- 
ly a Labour stronghold. 

..The voting took place in 36 
English metropolitan authorities, 
114 En glish Shire districts, four 
Welsh districts and all 53 Scottish 
districts. There was no voting in 
London. 


In Scotland, Nationalist parties 
made 31 gains but failed to 
achieve a substantial break- 
through needed to boost their 
campaign for independence from 
England. 


Thai premier defiant despite calls to quit 


BANGKOK (R) — Embattled 
Prime Minister Suchinda Krap- 
rayoon remained defiantly in 
office Friday despite Thailand’s 
biggest public protests for two 
decades and threats by an opposi- 
tion leader to fast to death unless 
be resigns. 

Chamlong Srimuang, on the 
fifth day of a hunger strike, in- 
sisted be would let himself die 
unless Gen. Suchinda, an un- 
elected former armed forces 
chief, resigned immediately. He 
ordered supporters not to rerive 
him. 

“I have asked people near me 
to maintain a strong will. If I 
collapse, do not touch me. Let 
me die ... If I was assisted and 
survived, I would regret it for foe 
rest of my life,” Mr. Chamlong 


said in an open letter to a Bang- 
kok protest rally. 

“Brother Su (Suchinda) resigns 
or I die.” 

More than 120,000 people had 
flocked to San am Luang Park 
Thursday night to demand Gen. 
Su chin da’s resignation and an 
end to army involvement in poli- 
tics. 

“Tune is running out for the 
government. Chamlong will die 
soon,” said Thamrong Sang- 
suryajan, a member of parlia- 
ment for Mr. Cbamlong’s Palang 
Dhanna Party. 

Mr.. Thamrong, speaking at 
Sanaxn Luang where Mr. Cham- 
kmg shifted his protest Thursday 
(right, said thousands of people 
were beading into Bangkok from 
foe provinces for Friday night’s 


rally, which could be the largest 
yet. 

Organisers said they expected 
the protests to cany on over the 
weekend. 

Political analysts said revered 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej may 
intervene soon to ease tension. 
Hundreds of academics and 
membeis of political parties peti- 
tioned him Thursday, asking him 
to ensure the army does not 
break up foe protests. 

“Chances of the army moving 
in to crush foe protests are dedin- 
ing in foe face of strong anti- 
military feeling ... Suchinda has 
few choices but to compromise, 
probably by letting someone 
friendly to the army replace 
him,” said Thammasat University 
lecturer Pichit Likhitkijsomboou. 


Fighting 
rages 
again in 
Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Fighting be- 
tween Muslims and Serbs raged 
across the Bosnian capital of 
.Sarajevo Friday and local radio 
reports said many people bad 
been killed or wounded. 

The Yugoslav News Agency 
Tanjug said explosions and gun- 
fire rocked foe city after 6 a.m. 

(0400 GMT) following a respite 

since shortly after midnight. 

Violence erupted ' again in 
Sarajevo Thursday evening after 
a two-day lull in the battle be- 
tween the Serb minority who 
oppose Bosnian independence 
and foe majority Muslim and 
Croat communities. 


Sarajevo Radio appealed to 
ambulance teams to go to the 
suburb of Hrasnica to treat' a 
large number of casualties, Tan- 
jug reported. 

Peace talks between Bosnian 
leaders and the Serb-led federal 
army were due to resume at noon 
(1000 GMT). 

UJM. envoy Marrack Goal ding 
who visited Sarajevo this week 
said in Belgrade Thursday that 
Bosnia was “a tragedy on a major 
scale” and it was “extraordinarily 


difficult to identify who is in 
political control.” 

He condemned “the indiscri- 
minate and random shelling of 
civilian targets” in Bosnia but 
said he believed Yugoslav claims 
that foe bombardments were 
bring carried out by Serb irregu- 
lars and not by the Yugoslav 
army. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, who denies Serbia in- 
stigated foe fighting, said: “No 
rate in Bosnia is blameless, no 
side is innocent, the tragedy 
should be stopped immediately.” 

Mr. Milosevic urged Mr. 
Goulding to send a U.N. peace 
force to Bosnia and appealed to 
foe United Nations as an impar- 
tial body to expand its political 
role iu solring the entire Yugos- 
lav crisis. 


Political analysts believe 
Yugoslavia is trying to boost foe 
United Nations role in order to 
cut down foe influence of the 
European Community, which it 
believes is prejudiced against it. 

In Helsinki, European security 
conference officials met Friday to 
discuss action against the Yugos- 
lav delegation, short of complete 
suspension, over the fighting in 


Bosnia-Heizegovina. 

A committee of senior officials 
of foe Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) met briefly and called 
another session for later in the 
day — after informal talks on a 
compromise. 

The United States, leading de- 
mands that Yugoslavia be sus- 
pended from all CSCE activities, 
bad agreed to com p romise, and 
there appeared to be broad 
agreement on some form of less 
severe action against Belgrade, 
delegates reported. 

“I think we will probably reach 
agreement on some sort of sus- 
pension of Yugoslavia,” John C. 
Kornblum, head of the U.S. de- 
legation, said. 

“We have virtual agreement 
among- a large, large number of 
states that ... a suspension deci- 
sion should be taken,” he told 
Reuters. “There are few points 
left outstanding and we will 
obviously be working on them 
today.” 


Bush finds frustration, anger in Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush found anger, 
frustration and fear as he witnes- 
sed at first hand the havoc cre- 
ated by three days of rioting in 
Los Angeles. 

“Protect us from the people 
who are attacking innocent civi- 
lians,” Korean- American Young 
Choi told Mr. Bush as be toured 
die city’s Korea town neighbour- 
hood Thursday. 

She said she was worried the 
president would be “concerned 
about Beverly Hills” and foe rich 
who live there without taking 
care of average Americans. 

Another Korean- American, 
Helen Uni, fought back tears as 
she told Mr. Bush: “Ten or 20 
years of hard work went down the 
drain overnight. There are a lot 
of people who lost and do not 
have any will to go on.” 

Mr. Bush told the woman be 
identified with people’s suffering. 
“These comments you have made 
sensitise all of us to the need to 
do our best and to move as fast as 
possible,” he added. 

Koreatown was a prime target 
during last week's riots because 
many Korean- Americans own the 
stores where blacks do their daily 
shopping. Blacks are resentful 
over foe Asians’ business success. 

The Korean Emergency Relief 
Task Force said Korean 
businesses sustained S378 million 
in losses at 2,125 stores and res- 
taurants. 


The riots, which claimed 58 
lives and injured more than 2,000 
.people, erupted when a mostly 
white jury cleared four police 
officers of wrongdoing in the 
beating of black motorist Rodney 
King. 

Mr. Bush was expected to out- 
line his response to foe racial 
crisis during a speech Friday. 

Aides said be would not pre- 
sent dramatic news proposals, but 
instead discuss eariier program- 
mes such as creation of enterprise 
zones to encourage business de- 
velopment in poor areas which 
Congress has failed to enact 

Earlier Thursday, Mr. Bush 
told worshippers at Mount Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church during 
a multi-racial prayer service that 
the city's suffering would be re- 
versed. 

“This city will rebuild, and I 
am confident that new opportuni- 
ties will arise,” he said. 

Mr. Bush saw the skeletal re- 
mains of various buildings scor- 
ched by rioters and expressed 
“shock and dismay” at tbe 
scenes. 

He promised “justice will pre- 
vail” against tbe rioters and even 
in the case of Rodney King. 

In a separate development, 
administration sources said 
Thursday, President Bush is 
almost certain to attend a United 
Nations Earth Summit in Brazil 
next month now that the United 
States appeals assured of key 



Police stand over a group of handcuffed looting suspects in Los 
Angeles 


concessions on a global wanning 
pact. 

“It is virtually certain he will 
go,” said one official in Washing- 
ton. “He’s made it dear he would 
like to.” 

A final ann ouncement is ex- 
pected to be made next week, 
after administration officials have 
been able to study' final docu- 
ments that will be completed this 
week in New York at the United 
Nations, officials said. 

Mr. Bush, who was in Los 
■Angeles touring riot-damaged 


sections of tbe city, was described 
by sources as wanting to attend 
the summit on environmental 
issues. 

Senior aides have been bitterly 
divided over his going to any part 
of foe June 3-14 conclave, but 
concessions by other nations on a 
global warming treaty have tip- 
ped foe scales -in favour of his 
going to Rio De Janeiro. 

“He wouldn’t be there very 
long,” one official said of the 
summit. “It would be very 
quick.” 





Fergie returns 
after month away 
from husband 



LONDON (R)'— Britain’s Duch- 
ess of York, estranged wife of 
Prince Andrew, returned to Eng- 
land Friday after a montb-toog 
holiday in the Far East to am- ' , 

template her future. The DaOy krtfS 1 
Mail newspaper said the duchess, t 
known as Fergie, was convinced 
her six-year marriage to Queen . .. 
Elizabeth’s sailor sou was over. It . 

quoted a dose friend as saying : - 
Fergie would tell Andrew when - 
they are reunited at foe £5 m3Eoc 
($8.9 million) home in southern ^ 
England that she “has no desire •- 
to remain there longer than, is 
necessary.” The flame- haired 
duchess slipped out of the cram- ' 
try with her two young daughters 
a month ago to escape the press TV.-' 
furore over her decision to start V 
talks about a formal separatum ' 
from 32-year-old Andrew. Sbe 1 
arrived at Heathrow Airpot from ■ ~ 
Jakarta Friday looking suntanned T. ; - 
and relaxed. She gave a cheery ; ■ 
smile as she posed for photo- ' 

graphers with daughters Beatrice . . 
and Eugenie before being driven : 
away under police escort. Some 
reports have said Fergie will .:. r 
move out of her marital borne to 
afive-bedroomed cottage a few , - - - 
miles away while she and foe *" 
prince short out details of their 
separation. While Fergie was - r c 
J - -- ^cve^s 


abroad, the queen's only daugh- 
ter Princess Anne obtained a 
quiet divorce from her husband 
Mark Phillips ending 18 years of 
marriage. It was only the second 
divorce among the inner circle of 
the British monarchy since foe 
16th century. 


Costly Japan seeks 
slogan to lure 
tourists 


fcn&cr.s 

iiasa 


TOKYO (R) — To win a holiday 
for two in Japan just devise a 
slogan to lure tourists to one of 
the world’s costliest holiday des- 
tinations, but forget about foe 
cliches of Mount Fuji, cherry 
blossoms and geisha girts. The 
Japan National Tourist Organisa- 
tion- J atm ched a worldwide con- 
test to find the best slogan. 

“Japan deserves more visaore,” 
spokesman Tsuneaki Dei told a 
news conference. “We want to 
promote the understanding of 
this country through tourism.” \ 

He said foe current number of 
visitors to Japan, 3.5 mfllirat a 
year, was far too low. The travel 
industry feels too much emphasis .. . . 
is placed on either the country's •!_ . - 
formidable economic success, or 
foe over-used symbols of Mount . 

Fuji, blossoms and geisha girls. 

The last slogan, “Japan — “ 
another world to discover, 
seemed to miss the target," Mr. Dri _ 
said. The prize for doing better is ^ ~ ' 

air tickets and a holiday for two in ., 

Tokyo and Kyoto, the cultural ~ 
treasure house of western Japan. 
“Neighbouring countries already . 

have slogans such as fascinating “’•f'SOsOQ 
Mnla y ii efr ei elegan ce '. 7 ” M ri ^debate 
Dri sa id. ** W e need a sfogah Mat 
best captures foe essence of onr --H 
attraction,” be added. The con- ^ re- 
test is open to all. The tourist • 
organisation expects several hup- - 
dred thousand entries by foe end i'r.: v . . 
of July deadline. The remit will 
be announced by foe end of : 
October. Organisers are looking 
for a catchy English phrase that: ??- _ 

can be used on posters, travel 
brochures and promotional & ,.V 
goods. 


New York’s Guardian 
Angels watch over 
Syndey 


SYNDEY (R) — New York’s 
volunteer crime-fighters, foe 
Guardian Angels, started watch- 
ing over Sydney train commuters 
Thursday despite being taM by . 
police they were not wanted. 
“Should we actually come, across 
crime — of any kind we will physi- 
cally intervene until the New 
South Wales police get there," 
Qirtis Stiwa, American founder 
of the Guardian Angels, told 
reporters. Four Angels " boarded 
Sydney's suburban traps and 
started patrolling stations and car 
parks. Mr. Silwa, in Australia; to 
Start a local chapter, of die Guar- 
dian Angels, said Sydney’s crime 
was not on a par with New Yoik, 
which he described as foe “armpit 
the cesspool of crime,” but 
similar to London . which has 
Guardian Angel patrols. He said 
82 per cent of 750 Sydney people 
surveyed by the Angels over foe 
past four days supported volun- 
teer policing. However; New 
South Wales (NSW) Police 
Minister Ted Pickering has de- 
scribed foe Guardian Angels as 
loony rambos." “We don’t need 
your sort of assistance in NSW, 
and as far as we’re concerned you 
can go home.” Mr. Pickering 
s«d. “If they step one inch out- 
sjde tbe law we’ll come down on 
them like a ton of brides,” he 
said. 


'• ’■'a ' •> 


•S 



